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So now we know who 
is responsible for the MOT 
Scheme, who else has a direct 
‘stake’ in the MOT Scheme, 
and from whose perspective 
the MOT Scheme should be 
assessed. They are threefold:

• Motorists,
• MOT Trade,
• Pedestrians and Cyclists.

So let’s ‘Test’ the MOT Testing 
scheme, from each of their per-
spectives. We’ll take the motor-
ists’ viewpoint first.

Motorist and the MOT 
What motorists want is an 
MOT Scheme that is conven-
iently available, reasonably 
priced and vitally, done prop-
erly. Well they certainly get the 
first two of these. With 22,000 
Testing Stations (and growing) 
for the majority of motorists 
there’s always a Test Station, 
‘just around the corner’. And 
motorists get discounted MOTs 

–free ‘for life’ when buying some 

new cars – and half price from 
some national outlets. So, cheap 
and convenient MOTs yes, but 
what about MOT quality? 

Wrong pass/fail result
Historically VOSA, now DVSA 
publish an annual headline 
error rate of how many MOTs 
had the wrong pass/fail result. 
Here’s what’s happened over 
the last five years:

Year Pass/fail
 error rate
2013/14 15.2%
2012/13 12.9%
2011/12 14.6%
2010/11 12.39
2009/10 14.36

Last year was the worst, and 
every year, within these figures, 
more errors were ‘passes’ which 
should have failed than the other 
way around. Extrapolating the 
2013/14 figures for the 27.48 mil-
lion Class 3 & 4 vehicles Tested, 
amounts to over 4 million vehi-
cles with the wrong pass/fail 
outcome.

Overall error rate
But this leaves uncounted vehi-
cles correctly assessed as fail-

Is the MOT Scheme ‘Fit 
for purpose’?

We ‘MOT Test’ the MOT Scheme!

MOT TESTING 

For this edition of MOT Testing, we’re going to put the 
British MOT Scheme through an ‘MOT’ Test. 

Advisory 
Notes:
The service workshop 
manager loves them, 
the vehicle sales 
manager hates them: 
what is a Tester to do? 

MOT Trade 
Bodies:

VTSs are 
not all the 
same, and 
neither are 
their trade 
bodies; 
which one 

is right for your busi-
ness?

Telematics:
The race 
for vehicle 
data: if car 
manufac-
turers get 
their way, 
independ-
ents will 

be locked out… 

Product 
Review:

Diagnostic 
Equipment 
– update 
and 
buyer’s 
guide…

PLUS! DVSA Matters 
• Testing Times • 
Readers’ Letters • 
MOT Workshop Free 
Supplement – New 
Products + much more
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VVVVV
nnnnnn
ssssss
nnnnnn
ttttth
bbbbbb
wwwwww

iiisssss rrrrrriiiiiiigggggghhhhhhhttttttt fffffffoooooorrrrrr yyyyo

TTTT
fffffo
dddddd
mmmmmm
tttttu
ttttth
iiiinnn
eeeeee

bbbbbeeeeee llllllloooooocccccckkkkkkkeeeeeeddddddd oooooouuu

DDDD
EEEEEE
–––––– 
aaaaaa
bbbbbb
gggggg

Claire Perry (above), the Minister responsible for the MOT, took 
office in July. Perhaps an early issue she should address, and 

soon, is that of improving MOT quality. (Continues on page 16)

First though, who owns the MOT Testing Scheme?  The 
‘vehicle presenter’ as it were – responsible for remedying 

failure defects? Well, simply stated – the Government! MOT 
operations are the responsibility of the Board of Directors of 
the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) under the 
Department for Transport’s strategic control, the responsibil-
ity of Transport Minister Claire Perry.  

d h lf i f

MOT Fee frozen
– again!

See DVSA and DfT 
Matters page 22.
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Next issue! (Feb – April ’15)
You can now renew your subscription online: www.motester.co.uk/subscriptions

We ‘MOT Test’ the MOT… –  Is the UK MOT ‘fit for purpose’? – Ministers may well bemoan MOT Testing 
quality, but J I M  PU N T E R  asks: “Whose MOT is it anyway, and will they now take 
steps to ensure the Test fee is adequate to cover investment in training and 
equipment, after freezing it for five years?”… 

4. Testing Times –  News from the MOT industry: Aside from poor MOT Testing quality and 
lack of funds for investment, DVSA are also slipping with regard to the new 
computerisation project…Editor Jim Punter also takes a look at some of the  
other threats and opportunities appearing on the MOT horizon…

8. Topical Tips –  The RMI’s Stephen Coles brings us some timely and detailed advice on 
handling Site Assessment Visits: who is in charge when the person in charge is 
away?. …

10. Readers’ Letters –  More letters from the Editor’s postbag – MOT equipment-related issues are being 
aired in this edition; lifts, equipment inspections, computers – and Testers’ email 
addresses… Plus: more fascinating FORUM FRAGMENTS from our MOT forum 
website…

14. MOT Trade Bodies –  Are they all the same? - We’ve made it easy for you to judge for yourself. Whether 
you’re a small independent, a large chain, a tyre specialist or a dealership, there’s a 
trade body for you…

18. Spotlight On: –  Advisory Notes - Why is there so much confusion surrounding advisory notes? Half 
the problem is that there aren’t any rules – Testers can write what they see fit 
to cover themselves; service managers love them, vehicle sales managers hate 
them, motorists are confused by them. Isn’t it time to sort advisories out?…

21. Consultant’s Casebook –  More tips from Eamonn Loney’s casebook – DVSA check Testing quality in 
various ways, and the most common ways, and how not to fall foul of them, are 
discussed here…

22. DVSA and DfT Matters –  More news from the DVSA and the DfT – “MOT Fee frozen until late 2015” 
is the first piece of unwelcome news from the DfT, followed by possible delays 
to the MOT computer project. Compliance and discipline are also moving in the wrong 
direction, but, perversely, MOT Training plans go onto the back burner – again… 

24. PRODUCT REVIEW: –  Diagnostic equipment – As vehicle systems become more complex, so the 
independent diagnostic tool makers become more skilled – here is a roundup of the 
latest diagnostic tools to come onto the market.
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Cover Story:

Nov ’14 – Jan ’15 No. 83 Annual Subscription only
Communicating with the UK MOT Industry

www.motester.co.uk

Nov ’14 Jan ’15 No 83o Annual Subscription only

MOT TESTING

Spotlight on… DVSA’s 
key reports: Every year in their 

‘Effectiveness Report’ DVSA reports 
on how many MOTs are done, pass/
fail rates and the key failure items. In 
a different ‘Compliance Report’ they 
look at how well MOTs are done, pass/
fail and overall error rates together with 
disciplinary outcomes. We’ve touched 
on some of these in this edition of MOT 
Testing, but we’ll take a much closer look 
in our January 2015 publication.

Web-based computer: With 
DVSA’s ambitions to have a fully web-
based MOT Computer system up 
and running by September 2015 now 
thwarted, we will provide readers with 
the very latest up date. Have the trials 

started? Are they going well? Exactly 
what will be available in September, and 
what will be missing?

Product Review – Emissions 
equipment: Despite much talk over 
the years of the elimination of tail-pipe 
Testing from the MOT to be replaced by 
using the vehicle’s own computer system 
to check emissions, that seems unlikely 
into the foreseeable future. So in the 
next edition of MOT Testing, our product 
review into emissions equipment will give 
our readers a key insight into what is 
currently available in the market place.
PLUS: • Testing Times • DVSA 
Matters • Readers’ Letters 
• Consultant’s Casebook • Plus: 
MOT Workshop free supplement.

5555

g 

MOT Workshop Magazine (free supplement)
 4.  New Products and Services  –  More news,  new products and services from the MOT industry…
 12. MOT Technology: –  GEA’s Dave Garratt’s view on the future of UK MOT Testing Lanes… Followed by 

Jim Punter’s question: “How are we going to pay for it?” 
 16.  Trade Directory –   The indispensable updated guide to tools & equipment suppliers!
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TESTING TIMESM M 

At Testing Stations Testers and Authorised 
Examiners work hard to deliver quality MOT 

Tests, despite which the latest 2013/14 figures 
show the worst pass/fail and overall error rate 
for five years. Yet Testers are keen to get it right 

– see Forum Fragments in this edition (page 11), two keen 
new Testers struggle with the regulations, not a flattering 
comment on DVSA’s MOT Training… 

Money, money, money
A key problem is money. Ministers have frozen the fee for years 
starving VTSs of resources for modern equipment and improved 
VTS management. And DVSA need more ‘slot’ money too. More 
VEs to better train, and guide Testers and VEs to improve their 
performance. And extreme MOT discounting doesn’t help – why 
do VTSs do it? Big national fast-fit discounters do only a fraction 
of all 27 million MOTs – and with strong customer loyalty in our 
market, smaller Testing Stations need not discount so heavily. 
Their insistence on doing so is suicidal. 

Meantime all is not well with the web-based MOT computer 
system due next September. It will be limited to simply logging 
on an MOT result, with refresher training on hold until after 

‘roll-out’. A fellow member of the MOT Trade Forum wryly noted, 
“give them a chance Jim, they’ve only had ten years to do it…” But 
what went wrong? Three years ago a really promising system was 

‘consulted’ on by DVSA’s Ian Bartlett, and proceeding well when it 
suddenly stopped. Eighteen months later a new system appeared 

– whatever happened to Bartlett’s good work?
DVSA’s governance of the MOT Testing Scheme has failed. 

There’s guidance on getting a better ‘risk’ score, but little 
about better running a Testing Station! Training is virtually 
non-existent and finding a Vehicle Examiner to assist you is 
impossible – they’re too busy on ‘risk assessment’ visits! And 
despite ten years to get it right, the new web-based computer 
has missed the deadline.

I know from working with them on MOT Trade Forum business 
that the majority of DVSA’s key senior managers are competent, 
keen and hard working. Yet despite having a good management 
team, DVSA have seriously failed their key stakeholders – motor-
ists and the MOT Trade… Why?

The answer lies at the very top, with the Minister responsible for 
MOT Testing in London, and the Board of Directors at the DVSA.

They have failed in their duty to provide responsible and com-
petent strategic oversight of a new web-based MOT project.

MOT news 
snippets

◆  Digital technology improves 
MOT enforcement: Whilst 
recent research by the Society 
of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders (SMMT) indicates that 
up to a third of all motorists had 
driven at some time without 
a valid MOT, their chances of 
getting caught have significantly 
increased with the use of number 
plate recognition cameras 
referring directly to the MOT 
database available to police. 
This was clearly demonstrated 
when a driver in South Shields 
was stopped by police simply 
because his vehicle did not 
have a valid MOT certificate. 
Suspecting he had been 
drinking, police breathalysed 
31-year old Lee Rushton who 
eventually received a drink-
driving conviction resulting in a 
ban for three years, as it was 
not his first offence. Whilst there 
are few convictions for driving 
without a valid MOT (police 
rarely prosecute if the driver gets 
an MOT within a few days), it 
provides police in patrol cars 
with a valid reason to stop such 
vehicles. Perhaps that is why, 

Continues next page…

THE ONE-STOP SHOP FOR MOT
AND SERVICE WORKSHOPS

A
T

see For m

A press release issued by Sue Robinson, the 
Director of the RMI’s National Franchised 

Dealership Association, has strongly implied 
criticism of the independent garage repair 
and service sector. In a quotation featuring 
Robinson’s picture on the front page of “AM 
Online”, she said, “Cars today are becoming 
increasingly sophisticated and well beyond 
the skills of many non-franchised garages…” 
Whilst one thrust of the piece is to lobby for 
licensing of vehicle repair businesses, which 
we at MOT Testing support as a laudable 
aim, this attack on the independent sector 
by NFDA is not helpful for the reputation of 
the motor trade as a whole, or for the MOT 
Testing Scheme. 

Damaging headlines
Robinson’s attack on independents has resulted 
in some very unfortunate headlines in the press. 
AM Online’s headline is, “Rogue garages put 
public at risk, says NFDA”, and there are other 
headlines which have appeared throughout the 
country which read, “Public at risk from rogue 
garages and mechanics”, “Don’t fall foul of rogue 
garages”, “Make mechanics pass an MOT test” 
and “Public at risk from rogue garages and 
mechanics”. Ironically, many of these are accom-
panied with a picture of a mechanic beneath a 
two-post ramp with the caption, “An MOT test 
can be carried out by a mechanic without the 

minimum qualification needed…” wrong ramp, 
wrong information!

Yet ironically, in all of Motor Codes satisfac-
tion surveys so far, independent garages have 
outperformed Robinson’s franchised dealerships 
in terms of both overall ‘Customer Satisfaction’, 
and ‘Quality of work’. And Motor Codes is owned 
by the SMMT, the natural home of franchised 
dealerships!

Competition with respect
Whilst there is a competitive edge between 
dealerships and independents, we all operate in 
the same market place – and there are as many 
‘scare’ stories about how badly and incompetently 
dealerships can sometimes treat their custom-
ers as there are  about independents – a point 
underlined by those comparative Motor Codes 
Customer Survey results. That such a press release 
has resulted in the belief being promulgated that 
MOT Testers need not be trained or qualified 
shows how such ill-informed and commercially 

‘loaded’ adverse comments about one sector of our 
mutual industry from another is detrimental to 
the whole Motor Trade, including the MOT com-
munity. Each component of our market should 
operate with mutual respect for the other. Perhaps 
the NFDA’s efforts would be better spent on urg-
ing dealerships to improve their performance to 
match those of independents in the next Motor 
Codes survey…

National Franchised Dealership 
Association slates Independents
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Freelance MOT Testers for 
hire from 1 day to 6 months!!!!

MOT Testers & Vehicle 
Technicians looking for 
permanent placements.

Call the Autotech 
Recruitment Team

on
01234

240 503

MOT Testers For Hire
Nationwide

www.autotechrecruit.co.uk

Autotech Ad.indd   1 29/04/2014   16:12

Meeting the 
demands of Munich & Stuttgart

and supplied as standard to the 
UK Aftermarket



Insurance inspections
Dear Sir,
I am an MOT Tester, and also 
the company’s Health and 
Safety Officer. We recently had 
the regular six monthly visit by 
the engineers our insurance 
company appoint to inspect 
our vehicle lifts. The engineer 
informed me that one of the 
two post lifts was defective in 
that the safety device on one of 
the posts was not working. He 
also said that another MOT lift, 
(which had been installed only 
last January) had stopped work-
ing while he was inspecting it 
and so he couldn’t complete the 
inspection.

When my boss asked the 
engineer to show him the prob-
lem on the two post lift (after a 
cover plate had been removed), 
it turned out that the engi-
neer had misunderstood how 
the safety system on that post 
was supposed to work, and he 

changed his mind and said eve-
rything was ok. Regarding the 
other lift, after he had started 
inspecting the lift, before it 
stopped working, I saw him tug-
ging at one of the lift’s ropes. 
That, it transpired, had trig-
gered the ‘slack rope’ safety 
switch, which is why the lift had 
stopped. 

I’m very surprised that a 
‘specialised’ engineer sent out to 
inspect our vehicle lifts seemed 
unable to fully understand how 
they worked.

Michael Mundy
MOT Tester & Safety Officer
Punters Garage Ltd
Middlesex.

As readers will probably have 
worked out, this letter is from 
the Health and Safety Officer at 
my own MOT garage. I arrived as 
the Engineer was completing his 
inspections, and after Michael 

told me about the problem with 
the two-post lift, asked a mechanic 
to remove the inspection plate so 
the Engineer could show me the 
problem. He’d said it was a sticking 
electrical solenoid. When he saw 
that there was no electrical solenoid, 
or any other electrical device in that 
lift pillar he confessed he’d been 
mistaken. Regarding the other lift, 
we called the manufacturers (it is 
still under warranty), who imme-
diately asked if a rope had been 
pulled, triggering the safety ‘slack 
rope switch’, which is what the 
engineer had done. I also contacted 
Dave Garratt, the Garage Equipment 
Association’s Chief Executive who, 
after I had explained the problem 
said, “I’m not surprised, it happens 
all the time, insurance engineers 
simply don’t have adequate specific 
knowledge as to how vehicle lifts 
are designed”. Personally I think 
that is quite unacceptable! Ed. 

Personal e-mail details

Dear Sir,
As an independent VTS with four 
NTs I am somewhat concerned 
about a recent development. 
The NTs were notified via the 
Device that they were required 
to provide their PERSONAL 
e-mail address to enable their 
contact details to be updated. 
Three of the four are not happy 
at supplying this, two of them 
not actually having such a thing. 
Obviously this will enable the 
DVSA to directly contact an NT 
who works for more than one 
VTS. Will the facility be there 
to copy in their employer rel-
evant to the communication? 
If not AEDMs could well be left 
in the dark on some issues that 
concern their businesses. The 
guys do not want their personal 
e-mail address entered into the 
government computer but can 
they prevent it?

As a group we have many 
concerns regarding this.

 
Name and address supplied, but 
withheld.

I can see how it is important for 
the DVSA to contact Testers directly. 
Currently they can use the termi-
nal at the business where they are 
Testing – but with a web-based 
system that may not be so easy. So 
for itinerant Testers working at dif-
ferent VTSs, the use of their e-mail 
addresses would be a better option. 
Whatever the circumstances, how-
ever, surely it would be important 
that the AE is ‘copied in’ on e-mails 
sent to their Testers? Ed.   

Web-based MOT computer… 
limited functionality?
Dear Sir,
We have been advised by the 
DVSA that when the new com-
puter is introduced there will be 
no facility to enter QC records 
and that we will return to the old 
VT12 system of paper records. 
Also calibration certificates will 
no longer be entered into the 
Device. This leads me to think 
that the new system will only 
print VT20s and VT30s and pro-
vide no support information to 
the VTS. Will the Test Log, User 
Personnel, Garage Information 
and Scheme Performance 
reports be available? Perhaps 
instead of investing in tablet 
computers we should consider 
tablets of stone and pieces of 
chalk as being more suitable.

  
Name and address supplied but 
withheld

Yes, according to the DVSA, “ The 
functionality of the new system 
will be implemented incrementally 

- with the ‘testing’ part of the system 
being the first area made available 
to our users”. 

I i ti h d hi i d d id t ld b t th bl ith

Training
Dear Sir,
As the magazine is written by MOT experts, 
why is the picture on Jim Punter’s arti-
cle on MOT training of a wheel free hoist, 
as these can not be used for Testing?

Brian
By e-mail 

In the article we commented that the Institute of the 
Motor Industry’s ATA level 3 Accreditation adopted by 
the DVSA as a qualification requirement to become an 

 

  

MOT Tester, contains nothing at all about the MOT Test. 
We asked, “Why didn’t the IMI, in conjunction with the 
DVSA develop an MOT Specific Accreditation?” The 
answer was that the DVSA did not want to do that. The 
use of the picture of an ATA logoed mechanic using a 
two post lift was to emphasise the point that skills 
confirmed during an IMI ‘ATA level three Accreditation’ 
can be gained on a two post lift – yet such equipment 
is specifically not allowed during an MOT Test, and that 
it is really about time that there was a specific and 
formal industry-wide and DVSA approved MOT Training 
qualification, and/or accreditation. Ed.
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Readers’ Letters
Star Letter 

The writer gets FREE SUBSCRIPTION to MOTT&AE FOR A YEAR for this letter.
Let us have your letter now – you could win a year’s free subscription worth £30.

A reader asked why this picture about MOT Training shows equipment being used which is not 
acceptable for MOT Testing. As our editor explains, that is the very point being made.
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Northern Maintenance
BRAKE TEST ROLLER COATING
WORKSHOP FLOORS REFURBISHED

ROLLER COATING
Over 10 years experience in coatings
• 12 months guarantee
• High quality coatings used
• MOT approved
• Done on-site at your convenience
• Very reasonable rates

We are only on-site for 3 to 4 hrs and your rollers are 
ready for use next morning!

Specialists in BM Brake Rollers

FLOORS
Floors are shot blasted and then applied 
with a 3-coat moisture coating.

Call us now for a free quote

0191 388 1458
07850 560805
12 Park Rd, Chester-Le-Street, Co. Durham



News from the DfT – MOT Fee 
frozen… until late 2015!

In May 2013, the MOT Trade Forum submitted a document to 
senior Officials at the Department for Transport (DfT), sug-

gesting a significant MOT fee uplift to account for inflation 
since the last fee revision in April 2010. This was accepted as 
a basis for discussions to uplift the fee for April 2014. Then 
Ed Milliband hit the Conservatives with his ‘Cost of living’ 
jibe, and seeking to find something to challenge that, the 
Government declared an MOT fee freeze, citing widespread 
discounting of the MOT.

Discussions continue…
 Nevertheless discussions continued with the DfT Officials, who are 
undertaking a study to determine what the cost would be for a VTS 
to deliver an MOT inspection, on a ‘stand alone’ basis. Unfortunately, 
however, any chance of an MOT fee uplift for April 2015 has been 
lost due to the forthcoming General Election in May. It is custom-
ary for Governments to hold off all legislative changes so close to 
an election – so the fee will be frozen yet again. 

Web-based MOT Computer 
delayed?

We had heard a rumour that the new MOT Web-based 
MOT Computer system to supersede the current Atos 

contract had been delayed, and the Atos contract might 
need to be extended. We asked the DVSA what was going 
on – they replied:

“DVSA is on track to roll out a new, web-based MOT system by 
September 2015. The functionality of the new system will be imple-
mented incrementally - with the ‘testing’ part of the system being the 
first area made available to our users. This will enable us to gain user 
feedback early, and make sure that we continue to build a system 
that meets our users’ needs.”

This means that all we’re going to get when the current contact 
ends next September is the ability to log a Test result onto the sys-
tem ‘online’. Not what the MOT Trade were promised earlier this 
year when DVSA officials said the deadline would be met in full. 
Clearly something’s gone very wrong. But better by far that the DVSA 
are honest, and limiting their ambitions, so the system doesn’t ‘fall 

over’ as soon as it’s switched on, as hap-
pened in 2005! 

Nevertheless, they’ve had a decade to 
develop a web-based system and haven’t 
told us exactly what’s gone wrong, or 
what contingency plans are in place if it 
still does go wrong. Citing “…specific con-
tingency arrangements…” which are, “…
commercially sensitive…” for being so coy.

A Boardroom responsibility
Responsibility for this must lie with the 
VOSA/DVSA Board – but don’t expect an 
apology, or even Director resigning. AEs 
must take the rap for bad MOT Testing, but 
you can bet it’s not like that in the DVSA. 
Surely it should be!  

MOT Compliance and 
Effectiveness reports 

published

Effectiveness report
Every year VOSA, now DVSA produce their ‘effectiveness report’ 
showing how many MOTs were done, the pass/fail rate, and percent-
age of failures defect by defect. Here’s a summary of the findings:

MOT numbers:
• Total MOTs Class 4: 27.48 Million (26.87 million 2012/13)
• Total MOTs All Classes: 29.16 Million (28.47 million 2012/13)

MOT failure rates
• MOT Failure rate Class 4: 40% (39.5% in 2012/13)
• MOT Failure rate Class 7: 50.3% (49.7% in 2012/13)

Worst fail items
• Highest fail item Class 4: Lighting etc. 19.1% 
• Second highest Class 4: Suspension 12.8%
• Highest fail item Class 7: Lighting etc. 30.9%
• Second highest Class 7: Brakes 22.6%

Disciplinary action
• AEs withdrawn: 86 (2012/13 – 100)
• Testers disqualified: 194 (2012/13 – 145)

Compliance report
This annual report looks into MOT Test quality. A target of 1,800 
VTSs are picked at random, and a recently MOT Tested vehicle re-
examined by Vehicle Examiners arriving unannounced. Here’s a 
summary of the findings:

• Pass/fail error rate: 15.2% 
• Overall error rate 30.3%
• Average defects disagreed per vehicle: 2 
• Number of disciplinary outcomes: 240
• MOT fail rate as discovered by VEs 49.4%
• MOT fail rate as discovered by NTs 41.4%

We will be taking a much closer look at both these reports in the 
next issue of MOT Testing in our Spotlight on… feature.

Prohibitions and MOT failures – 
contrasting outcomes!

DVSA recently issued a press release announcing a ‘crack-
down’ on fuel leaks discovered during roadside inspec-

tions,, and accompanying the release for the first time was 
the full list of ‘Categorisation of Defects’ attracting ‘pro-
hibitions’ – which when compared to MOT Reasons for 
Rejections, make interesting reading.

Roadside stops and Prohibitions – ‘Vehicle Examiners’ and 
‘Authorised Constables’
Only DVSA’s Vehicle Examiners (VEs), and specially trained police-
men, ‘Authorised Constables’, can pull vehicles over whilst on the 
road, and check for defects, issuing a ‘Prohibition Notice’ ban-
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DVSA Matters
Recent news and views from 

the DfT and DVSA

DVSA News

Class 4 MOT fee since 1996
Date Fee  Months  
set £   gap
1/8/96  28.66 -
1/8/97 29.25 12
1/8/98 30.87 12
1/9/99 32.11 13
1/10/00 34.00 13
1/11/01 37.60 13
1/8/02 39.25 9
1/8/03 40.75 12
1/8/04 42.10 12
1/8/05 44.15 12

Computerisation and
timing exercise
1/11/06 50.35 17
30/6/08 53.10 19
1/4/10 54.85 22
No change to
1/4/15 and beyond? 60+ 

Performance reports 
are unlikely to be 

available until some 
time after the new 
web-based MOT 

Computer system goes 
‘live’.

To keep pace with inflation from 
the fee set on 1/11/06 (post 
computerisation and after the timing 
exercise), the fee should have been 
£63.94 on 1st April 2014 had the 
Minister not announced the fee freeze.

Notes:
•  Over the 18 year period to 2014, MOT 

fee increases were inconsistent, with 
major slippage.

•  2006 is used as a fee benchmark 
as it was the first based on a timing 
exercise following computerisation 
of the MOT, and was a full systemic 
review of the fee.

With acknowledgement to John Ball, MOT 
Trade Forum member who originally compiled 
this as a slide.
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Diagnostic Equipment
Computerised systems on cars and light commercial vehicles have been with us for 

decades now, and are getting progressively more complex and difficult to access, 
especially those specialised software codes outside the mandated European-On-

Board-Diagnostic (EOBD) systems primarily concerned with emissions.

P R O D U C T  R E V I E W

We spoke to Dave Garratt, 
Head of the Garage Equip-
ment Association (GEA), who 
told us that after market equip-
ment manufacturers supplying 
smaller independent garages 
are still being forced to ‘reverse-
engineer’ diagnostic equipment, 

by the unreasonable prices 
quoted for the purchase of soft-
ware codes from the car makers. 
This despite regulations saying 
such costs should, in fact be 

“reasonable”. Yet as we’ve noted 
in Testing Times vehicle man-
ufacturers now want an even 

tighter stranglehold on that 
market for ‘software secrets’ 
by removing any ‘hard plug-in’ 
access to their vehicles’ comput-
ers – allowing only a remote tele-
matic link. Independent garages 
would then have to pay a ‘license 
fee’ in some form to get into a 
vehicle’s computer for even the 
simple task of, say, re-setting the 
service light.

This move is, of course, being 
resisted by the aftermarket 
trade, and let’s hope the EU 

Commission see sense and take 
steps to prevent such a move 
which would only increase 
repair and service costs to 
motorists.

In the meantime those clever 
software engineers employed 
by equipment manufactur-
ers to reverse engineer diag-
nostic equipment have been 
surprisingly successful, and 
currently there’s a wide range 
of aftermarket diagnostic equip-
ment available…

Whilst the so-called ‘Block-Exemption’ rules laid down 
by the European Commission are supposed to protect 

motorists from exploitation by vehicle manufacturers who 
unreasonably capitalise on their exclusive intellectual rights 
to vehicle computer systems, it has not been entirely suc-
cessful. 

BOSCH
Bosch claim to havee led the development of diagnostic 
technology since the 1980’s, selling over 175,000 KTS series 
diagnostics testers worldwide. Using the company’s ESI[tronic] 
software, Bosch’s diagnostic tools provide a knowledge platform 
for technicians. Bosch’s development work at its global Data 
Engineering Centres (DECs) provide constant updates; ensuring 
workshops always have the latest data and the widest possible 
vehicle coverage at their fingertips. Covering all aspects of 
diagnostics from handheld through to fully integrated systems, 
the Bosch KTS range has a product for any size or type of 
workshop.

Vehicles Covered: More than 180 vehicle brands, over 90,000 
models globally
Price: (Including annual upgrade costs) enquire
Contact: Bosch Automotive Aftermarket
Tel: +44 (0)1895 878197 (option 4)
E-mail: saa.diagnostics@uk.bosch.com
Web: http://www.boschautoparts.co.uk/

CDIF/3 DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEM
The CDIF/3 is a claimed to be a functional diagnostic tester to 
tackle problems of today’s automotive industry. Each CDIF/3 
has: • an in-built microphone • microSD card • high range WiFi 
• security slot • Service Manager. The CDIF/3 operates with any 
device using the Windows operating system, and soon by devices 
with Android operating system (tablets and smartphones). There’s 
also the CDIF/3 Expert version, with a 10-channel oscilloscope, 
signal and voltage generator, and actuators controller. The CDIF/3 
Expert is, they say, the solution where standard serial diagnosis 
doesn’t work. 

Vehicles Covered: Over 45 vehicle manufacturers. European, 
Asian and American.
Product Price: From  £995 excl. VAT, including 6 months of 
software updates. Then, £295 excl. VAT for 12 months of updates 
and technical support. 
Contact: CDIF/3 authorized representative
Tel: 01234 819339
E-mail: info@uk.cdif3.com
Web: www.cdif3.com
Distribution: Direct and Distribution

Euro Car Parts offers a ‘Diagnostic Test and Reset machine’ at 
a price claimed to make it an MOT Tester’s “companion”.  With 
sufficient functionality for the requirements of MOT testing and 
lifetime FOC updates, there is no need for borrowing the deep-
level diagnostic machine from the techs in the repair shop. 
The scope of diagnostic functions it covers are those currently 
required for MOT testing - including the new MIL test. As it can 
re-set service lights and clear fault codes, this little machine is 
a good accompaniment for MOT Testers.

Vehicles Covered: All-makes Fault code Read and Reset
Product Price: £269.00 +vat with free lifetime software 
updates. 
Contact: GE Department - Euro Car Parts
Tel: 0845 602 2570
Fax: 020 8956 5112
E-mail: ge-enquiries@eurocarparts.com
Web: www.eurocarparts.com
Distribution: National through Euro Car Parts.

EURO CAR PARTS LTD
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THE DIAGNOSTIC TOOL  
PREFERRED BY THE CONTROL UNITS OF CARS WORLDWIDE

AXONE 4 Mini

WWW.TEXA.CO.UK  

EVERYTHING MADE MUCH CLEARER!
Stylish, rugged, feature-rich, operating the continuously developed IDC4 software 
platform, the new AXONE 4 Mini allows diagnostic technicians to work with the 
utmost professionalism, and achieve great results. The exceptional coverage of 
makes and models, developed by TEXA international research centers, makes 
the AXONE 4 Mini the compact tool preferred not only by technicians… but by the 
control units of cars all over the world.
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