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Whilst those latter issues 
relate to Nox emissions, MOT 
Testing Magazine has discovered 
a similar picture emerging with 
regard to particulates emitted by 
diesel vehicles.

What’s happened here is that 
the authorities, both in the EU 
and the USA, set regulations 
regarding the emission tests that 
car makers must subject their 
engines to when applying for 

Type Approval, so the vehicles 
can be sold and legally driven 
on the roads. As is now widely 
known, VW added secret soft-
ware which detected when the 
engine was being tested, and 
changed to a cleaner operat-
ing mode.

Soft regulation
But hasn’t it been an open secret 

Diesel emissions:
some uncomfortable truths

MOT TESTING 

DVTS:
Yet another fine mess! 
Testing Stations bear 
the brunt of public 
anger due to Agency 
computer mistakes…

Road Safety  
and the MOT:

EC wants ‘zero’ 
fatalities, UK extends 
first MOT to 4 
years: What are they 
thinking?

DVSA News:
MOT Group 
Service 
Manager 
Alex 
Fiddes 
Interview…

Plus DfT 
News… 

Equipment 
Review:
The ‘Connected’ Car: 
Diagnostics – update 
and buyer’s guide…

PLUS! DVSA Matters 
• Testing Times • 
Readers’ Letters • New 
Products + much more
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Secretary of State for Transport, Patrick McLoughlin has criticised 
VW over their diesel emissions scandal and threatens to use 
the MOT Scheme to force VW owners to have their cars fixed 

when VW recall them next year. Yet his own department arguably 
‘cheats’ the EU diesel emission MOT. See also DfT Matters.

It’s now in the open. Volskwagen have been ‘spoofing’ official 
regulatory emissions checks on their vehicles equipped with 

concealed software. Additionally, the mainstream media in 
the UK have picked up lobbying behind the scenes by EC 
member states to maintain ‘loopholes’ in emissions tests, so 
that car manufacturers can get away with producing vehicles 
which are, everyday, polluting to levels well above the limits 
officially set during those tests. 

Say ‘NO!’ to 
a delayed 
first MOT!
The MOT trade 

unites to challenge 
Chancellor 

Osborne’s bid to 
defer a vehicle’s 

first MOT until it is 
four years old. 

Two key MOT Trade organ-
isations have united to 

provide a joint challenge to 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
George Osborne’s bid to 
defer a vehicle’s first MOT 
inspection. They are the 
Automotive Aftermarket 
Liaison Group, (AALG) rep-
resenting the interests of 
the independent sector of 
the motor trade and com-
prising trade bodies repre-
senting the wide spectrum 
of commercial interests 
within that sector, who have 
joined forces with the MOT 
Trade Forum, with a similar 
membership, but focussed 
on MOT Testing, and having 
members with wider com-

(Continues on page 16)

(Continues on page 17)

MOT Testing Magazine creates 
lowest cost MOT Consultancy 

package on the market.
A ground-breaking product  

SPECIAL OFFER
to all UK Vehicle Testing 
Stations with this issue…

See page 7.
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Next issue! (Feb – April 2016)
You can now renew your subscription online: www.motester.co.uk/subscriptions

What is going on with – Do Testing Stations properly MOT test diesel engines for smoke 
diesel emissions Testing?  emissions?– With one hand the government is passing legislation to reduce
   emissions, and with the other it seems to be allowing emissions, and especially
   particulate emissions from HGVs, to be ignored.
   Jim Punter and Dave Garatt report…     

4. Testing Times –  News from the MOT industry: VW: were they spoofing the MOT? First MOT 
after 4 years – really? Tyres are already bad enough after 3! Comp 2: the latest, 
very public, DVSA debacle hits the mainstream media…

7. Introducing MOT SHIELD –  Worried by the prospect of disciplinary action by DVSA? Consider 
subscribing to the new “MOT SHIELD” Consultancy Representation service…  

8. Topical Tips –  The MOT Club’s John Ashton assures us that even though there is no facility 
to record QA checks on the new computer, they are still essential to avoid being 
marked down on Site Assessment visits…

10. Readers’ Letters –  More letters from the Editor’s postbag – Inevitably the new computer 
switchover generated more than a few letters from very frustrated business 
owners. Our editor assures correspondents that “The MOT Industry does not 
have to accept this shoddy treatment from the DVSA”…

16. Spotlight On: –  MOT and road safety – Plotted on a graph since the current 3-1-1 MOT regime 
took effect in 1967, there’s been a dramatic reduction in road deaths. Editor Jim 
Punter takes a look at the contribution the MOT Scheme makes to road safety.

18. DVSA and DfT News –  More news from the DVSA and the DfT – Editor JIM PUNTER talks to DVSA’s 
MOT Group Service Manager Alex Fiddes. Training: IMI’s Ian Gillgrass provides 
us with an insight into what DVSA have planned for the future. New refresher 
training looks very vague and a formal consultation on historic vehicles is due 
soon – will it be a ‘stitch-up’?

20. Consultant’s Casebook –  More tips from Eamonn Loney’s casebook – Eamonn reminds us that there 
are many ways in which a VTS can fall foul of DVSA and very quickly rack up 
points. Here he provides a few tips on how to stay on the right side…

21. PRODUCT REVIEW: –  The ‘Connected’ car, and Diagnostic equipment  – This is a very important 
issue for independent garages. If car makers get their way, independents will 
be locked out of their proprietory systems and be unable to service vehicles 
without paying probably large sums of money for the privilege. We provide a 
buyers Guide of some of the industry’s leading equipment.

16.  MOT Trade Directory –   The indispensable updated guide to tools & equipment suppliers!
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Meeting the Minister: Members of the 
MOT Trade Forum (including our editor) are 
due to meet with the Transport Minister in early 
November – we’ll report on the discussion and 
let readers know of any issues which are likely 
to affect them.

Spotlight on… the whole MOT Scheme. 
Everybody talks about the MOT Scheme, and 
we all know what they mean… or do we? 
There’s the DVSA, setting loads of rules we 
must comply with, and the European Union with 
their fingers in the pie too, and what about the 
Department for Transport – how do they all fir 
together? We shine our spotlight on the MOT 
Scheme as a whole.

Readers’ letters: Our editor has pledged to 
pass on some serious complaints from readers 

about DVSA in this edition of MOT Testing 
to DVSA’s Chief Executive. We’ll publish the 
response in the February 2016 edition.

Emissions equipment: With the VW diesel 
emissions scandal currently centre stage, a lot 
is happening on this issue – and even more 
bugs may crawl out of the woodwork before 
its over. It is appropriate therefore, that MOT 
emissions equipment should be the focus of 
our Product Review for the next issue.

Other key issues: MOT Training, increased 
functions on the new MOT Computer, an 
imminent DfT consultation on Historic Vehicle 
MOT exemption.

Plus: •Testing Times, • DVSA Matters,
• Consultant’s Casebook

Subscr ip t i on  fo rm on  back  page .
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Expect more disciplinary 
visits

Since MOT Computer-
isation first started in 

2005 VOSA, and now DVSA, 
have been able to see 
exactly what’s happening at 
your Testing Station – and 
with the new system, they 
can check on you even more 
easily, looking at your live 
‘data’ for anomalies, such 
as too many failures or a 
very short Test. Sooner or 
later you could find a VE 
sitting outside your VTS in 
a car with a laptop, ready 
to re-Test a vehicle which 
has just been logged off the 
system. If there’s a problem, 
the Tester will be interviewed 
and perhaps as AE you may 
be interviewed too. Even if 
there’s no problem with the 
Test, they may well decide 
to ‘sniff’ around the office 
to find something amiss. If 
there’s a big problem, even-
tually a ‘Contemplated 
Withdrawal of Authorisation’ 
letter arrives. 

And soon more of these 
letters will arrive, as DVSA 
resources, which have lately 
been sucked into the new com-
puter system, are directed back 
to enforcement activities – more 
visits, more disciplinary action, 
and more of those letters…

An expensive process 
So, what to do now? If you 
are not a member of a trade 
body, and a high proportion of 
Testing Stations are not, partly 
because of the additional run-
ning cost to the business, then 
it’s too late – trade bodies will 
not accept membership applica-
tions to cover current or recent 
Disciplinary issues.

So there’s a dilemma – to pay 
a significant amount of money 
out up front, year after year, for 
Trade Body membership, on 
the basis that you might one 
day need it, or run the risk of 
lost time and stress trying to 
handle it yourself – or take the 
expensive option of employing 
an MOT Consultant or solicitor, 
to mitigate a burgeoning disas-
ter in the form of ‘shed loads’ 

of penalty points or even with-
drawal from the scheme.

Why should representation 
be so expensive?
Let’s look at the costs. To engage 
an MOT Consultant on a one-
off basis involves an initial tel-
ephone conversation to discuss 
that DVSA letter, what happened 
and what was said, by the Tester, 
the AE, perhaps the customer, etc, 
etc. The consultant/solicitor anal-
yses the case and makes the nec-
essary representations to DVSA, 
to which they respond, and the 
consultant will again respond 
to that. After several rounds of 
negotiations, the consultant says, 

“…this is the best we’re going to 
get”, hopefully after resolving the 
case in your favour, or perhaps 
saving you points. 

Costing up to £1,000, it’s an 
expensive experience, win or 
lose! More complex cases take 
longer and cost even more. It’s 
easy to see why accepting mem-
bership applications from busi-
nesses already in receipt of a 
disciplinary letter is not a good 
idea for Trade Bodies!

The protection of a top MOT 
Consultant for a year, for less  
than the price of two MOTs
At MOT Testing Magazine we 
receive calls from distressed 
AEs who have just received 
the bombshell ‘Contemplated 
Withdrawal’ letter from DVSA. 
Sometimes it blandly informs 
them that they have incurred 
500 penalty points, and on top 
of those already carried, this 
means that their MOT Author-
ity is withdrawn. That’s it. Game 
over. Who can they speak to? 

“What am I supposed to do now?” 
they ask. Up to now of course 
we couldn’t help them – all we 
could do was advise them to 

contact one of the MOT Consult-
ants who advertise in our pub-
lication and hope that they can 
afford and receive good advice.

That has now changed. We 
thought about the problem, and 
decided that there was some-
thing we could do. We’ve brought 
together some of the leading 
MOT Consultants in the coun-
try and discussed how we could 
achieve a plan designed to give 
the full year-round protection of 
Professional MOT Consultancy to 
small and medium independent 
MOT businesses at an unprec-
edented low price.

MOT SHIELD – a game-
changing development
We have created an innovative 
new product, providing small 
and medium Testing Stations 
with full access to leading MOT 
Consultant representation. We’re 
calling it MOT SHIELD and offer-
ing it at the astonishingly low 
price of only £99+VAT a year.

MOT SHIELD’s annual cost 
is designed to be a ‘no-brainer’; 
low enough that even the small-
est Testing Station can afford 
it – equivalent to just two MOT 
Tests per year. Yet the assistance, 
advice and peace of mind which 
the plan brings is exactly the 
same as if paying the top fee 
from the most experienced MOT 
Consultants in the country. 

The smallest MOT business 
operating on the tightest budget 
can afford this plan, which has 
been specifically designed for 
MOT Testing Magazine’s pri-
mary readership.

On joining MOT SHIELD 
your business receives exactly 
the same quality advice as the 
largest dealership paying for 
the highest level of consultant 
representation service from the 
country’s most expensive Trade 

Body – there 
is absolutely 
nothing ‘cut-
price’ about 
the level of 
representation 
which is offered.

These are the benefits you 
will receive on MOT SHIELD’s 
acceptance of your member-
ship:

•  One phone number to 
dial immediately if you 
receive a disciplinary 
communication from DVSA

•  Full written representation 
by a top UK MOT 
Consultant, all the 
way through to agreed 
completion of 
representation,

•  Monthly email newsletters 
with information, tips and 
advice,

•  Subscription to MOT 
Testing Magazine (worth 
£30 on its own!) if taken 
out before December 31st

The full price for the above 
package is only £99+VAT 
per year, which includes 
subscription to MOT Testing 
Magazine if taken before end 
of December 2015.

Please note that disciplinary 
matters arising up to 28 days 
prior to membership applica-
tion are not covered. However, 
we may to take on existing cases 
at a separately agreed price 
depending on details of the case.

To apply to join the MOT 
SHIELD see back cover sub-
scription form or: 
Phone: 0208 998 6742
Post: send cheque for £118.80 to:
MOT Testing Magazine, 12 
Princes Gardens, London W5 
1SD, with your full VTS details.

You will receive an agree-
ment  form to return to us, 
which if satisfactory we will then 
confirm your membership and 
you will then be fully covered, or 
your money back!

Enter 2016 with the double ben-
efits of the protection of MOT 
SHIELD and a year’s subscrip-
tion to MOT Testing Magazine!

Testing quality is at an all-time low, and DVSA are pledged to do something about it – 
so we ask: “Can MOT businesses now expect a disciplinary crackdown from DVSA?” 
We also introduce what we think is the perfect solution to the anxiety and high cost 

of protecting your business from withdrawal from the MOT Scheme.

Disciplinary actions
Year 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14
NTs warned 487 439 625
NTs disqualified 162 145 194
AEs warned 620 791 741
AEs withdrawn 104 103 86

Although withdrawals were down in 2013/14, AE warnings are 
rising, as are NT warnings and disqualifications. This is likely to 

rise significantly as disciplinary action increases. 
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Consultancy
cover for 

only 
£99+VAT
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Courses UK Wide

From Semi Skilled Technician to “ “

The ATA Accredited Training Courses
 are the preferred route accepted by
 VOSA for entry on MOT Tester Training

“ “
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when ordering slots. I ordered 
200 using my credit card after 
being told that I could not set 
up a Direct Debit. By next day 
no slots showed on my com-
puter. I phoned the helpline to 
be told that they had a prob-
lem and to order again, the first 
order would be credited. This 
I did, and again next day – NO 
SLOTS. Contacting the helpline, 
I was again told that they had a 
problem but to try and order 25 
slots as that “seemed to work” 
Again NO SLOTS. On contacting 
the helpline I was now told to 
send in a cheque and they would 
guarantee the slots would be 
put on my account immediately. 
Again NO SLOTS.

 I now have been using 
Contingency Testing for the 
weekend and today, Monday, as 
I have no slots. I am not sure as 
to whether I have received credit 
for all the transactions and some-
one will have to enter all this 
Contingency work.

Does anybody at DVSA really 
care?

 
Name and Address supplied but 

please withhold it as that may 
get a DVSA reaction I don’t want!

These letters show just how badly 
the MOT Trade are being treated by 
the DVSA. It is outrageous! Testing 
Stations are DVSA’s CUSTOMERS, 
yet the service is appalling. It cer-
tainly doesn’t look as if they care.

If ever there was an example 
of how a monopoly guarantees 
inefficiency – this is it. We depend 
entirely on DVSA for the MOT com-
puter slots to do MOTs, and other 
services to operate the Scheme, yet 
VE visits to check out new Testers 
or Test lanes are delayed and MOT 
resources transferred elsewhere.

The computer installation was 
at times a fiasco and they’ve sim-
ply ‘lost’ slot fees paid by Testing 
Stations customers who then had 
to do Contingency Testing, playing 

‘catch-up’ later.
In 2011 the Secretary of State 

bemoaned the poor quality of MOT 
Testing – four years later it isn’t any 
better – unsurprising with refresher 
training dropped and diminished VE 
resources. I will forward these let-
ters to DVSA’s new Chief, and ask 
him what he’s going to do about it. Ed.

TRAINING, REGULATIONS, 
ENFORCEMENT: NEED HELP?

CALL AN INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT!

E. B. L. PARTNERSHIP
MOT Licence under threat?

Want the best defence?
Speak to the experts!

Former executives of VOSA’s Appeals HQ Division having 
dealt with 1,000’s of cases, our specialist knowledge will be 

used to your best advantage.

Consultants to Allianz Cornhill MOT Protection scheme.
Phone Eamonn on 01225 340858

Fax: 01225 344 650 Mobile: 07971 164417 – Available 7 days a week
email: eamonnloney3@aol.com

M O

T

M O

T

 On-line MOT Computer
As everybody knows now, despite 
the system now operating reliably, 
the process of switchover from 
Comp 1 (the Atos system), to Comp 
2, the new online computer was a 
difficult and painful process with 
the system sometimes working, at 
other times slowing down almost 
to a halt, and initially with no easily 
accessible contingency code. There 
was a lot of activity on our Forum, 
here’s a flavour of the comments 
made when, following ‘mainte-
nance’ over the previous weekend, 
on Monday 17th August the system 
crashed completely:

Martins the Administrator for the 
Forum noted:
Just letting you know, the system 
is down at the moment. The system 
message being given is:

“Maximum sessions limit reached or 
sessions quota has exhausted.
Contact your System Administrator” 
[The phone line is constantly 
engaged].

A large number of users are 
finding their way to the MOT 
Testing Magazine website, but we 

have no further information.
The editor’s own Testing 

Station is affected and he is 
investigating at the moment - we 
will publish details here if/when 
they become available.

Captaincon responded:
Thank you for the information. We 
are 2 hours behind because all 
we do is Test and we are at a 
standstill. I bet we don’t get 
compensation… he added a further 
note flagging up the contingency 
code he had just received by 
e-mail, which Martins confirmed as 
correct. Ed.

Kit1958 still on the old system 
offered sympathy:
We haven’t had the changeover yet. 
I do feel for your guys. PS we are 
not doing more Tests due to the 
current outage.

KevG was brief: What a mess!

Supertom sadly noted:
My system was not working today.  
They sent me email with Contingency 
code and I did two MOTs but could 
not put them on the system till its 

back up and running. It makes my 
day very long and some people do not 
understand so they take it out on me.

Stealth, who works for the DVSA 
responded to KevG’s note of “What 
a mess!”
Agreed. I had loads of calls 
for help from local sites today, 
but there’s nothing to be done 
while the system is out. High 
level talks between DVSA and the 
software techies or on the agenda 
for later in the week.

Volksjim offered:
What concerns me is how much all 
of this is costing us taxpayers 
with the new system and the 
scrappage of the old one for all 
its faults was at the very least 
after years of problems starting 
to work ok… adding a couple 
of days later… I have a Passat 
still stuck in cyberspace from 

this morning. Once again a total 
mess. I wonder if they would let 
this happen at the HMRC. This is 
costing us both as garages and 
taxpayers a fortune, talk about 
bringing the test scheme into 
disrepute. If the shoe was on 
the other foot, we would all be 
closed down. Just glad I only 
test now and gave up running Test 
Stations and dealing with irate 
punters through no fault on our 
behalf.

Aylesbury Jock offered:
I wonder if the company building 
the website is being paid a set 
amount for the fiasco or by the 
hour. Can’t help thinking if there 
was a financial penalty imposed 
upon them every time the site 
crashes, then maybe there might 
be more work building and less 
repairing.

ONLINE MOT Testing Forum
On the MOT Testing website

(http://forums.motester.co.uk),
MOT Testing professionals discuss MOT issues and help 

members of the public with MOT queries. Here’s a sample…

Forum Fragments

Continued overleaf…

MOT Consultancy Ltd
Principal Consultant – Terry Sommers

IN TROUBLE WITH VOSA?

Recognised as the leading independent MOT Consultancy, we have a proven track
record in successfully representing Authorised Examiners and Nominated Testers
when disciplinary action is contemplated by VOSA’s MOT Enforcement Division.

We also attend VOSA appeal re-examinations of vehicles previously tested and
formal interviews conducted under caution, providing legal and technical support.

In the Red or Amber? We can help you become GREEN!

For further information on our services or membership
please give us a call or visit our website.

HELP AND ADVICE IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!

Telephone: 01425 656211 or 07766 108393 (7 days a week)
www.motconsultancy.com email: info@motconsultancy.com

2 Elms Close, Sandleheath, Fordingbridge SP6 1PH
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road safety. It is also a sobering 
thought that over a third of all 
the vehicles on the road sub-
mitted for MOT Test have key 
safety-related defects at the time 
of the Test.

Yet we’ve not even considered 
the biggest threat to road safety 

– vehicles which during an MOT 
Test are found to have defects 
which MOT Testers believe ren-
ders them ‘dangerous to drive’.

Dangerous to drive defects
Currently when an MOT Tester 
fails a car following its MOT 
inspection, there is a facility on 
the failure screen to identify the 
defect as rendering the vehicle 
‘dangerous to drive’. This is not, 
however embodied within the 
MOT regulations, there being 
no specific definition of what 
type of defect, or how extensive 
a defect has to be to for it to be 
labelled as ‘dangerous to drive’. 
It is for each Tester to decide. 

In 2013/14 for Class 4 vehicles 
there were over 770,000 such 
dangerous defects recorded, a 
little up on the previous year 
(2012/13), but less than the 
813,000 noted in 2011/12. Whilst 
these figures are ‘official’, they 
are only a subjective assess-
ment by MOT Testers. Even so 
that means there are over 2,100 
vehicles discovered every day 
with defects which MOT Test-
ers believe would render them 
dangerous drive. 

In 2018, however things will 
change with the introduction 
of new EU regulations into Brit-
ain’s MOT Scheme wherein the 
term ‘dangerous to drive’ will be 
officially defined. In road safety 
terms, either officially or unof-
ficially, that such a system of 

recording ‘dangerous’ defects 
exists must significantly enhance 
road safety by being a significant 
‘wake-up’ call to the motorists 
whose vehicles are declared 
‘dangerous to drive’.

The motorists’ ‘culture’
Another issue involved in any 
analysis of how an MOT Testing 
Scheme affects vehicle accidents 
caused by defects, is the motor-
ing ‘culture’ in the country con-
cerned. A simple example of this 
is the fact that whilst Britain has 
one of the highest failure rates in 
the EU, it is also one of the few 
countries which has an annual 
rather than biennial Test – and 
also the second lowest accident, 
serious injury and death rates 
worldwide; which seems coun-
ter-intuitive. But Britain is also 
one of the few countries in the 
EU where MOT Testing and vehi-
cle repair can be carried out at 
the same business. 

So in Germany and France, 
for example, motorists have to 
book an MOT at a stand-alone 
MOT facility – which could 
be days or weeks in advance. 
Unsurprisingly then, French and 
German motorists are much 
more likely to ensure that their 
vehicles are thoroughly checked 
out in advance of going to a Test-
ing Station to ensure they get an 
MOT pass – as a failure would 
result in considerable inconven-
ience of getting the work done, 
then re-booking another Test – 
which would apply even if the 
problem is just a bulb!

In Britain, on the other hand, 
motorists can leave their vehi-
cles at the Test Station for repair 
and re-test if the failure takes 
time to be repaired. And if the 

failure is a simple thing, like 
a blown bulb or replacement 
wiper blade, then the PRS sys-
tem enables the defect to be 
remedied then and there almost 
instantly – done and dusted, 
drive off with a new MOT!

So clearly, the system in those 
countries with only dedicated 
Test bays inevitably disguises 
a much higher initial failure 
rate as the vehicles have the 
defects fixed prior to the MOT 
inspection. 

Irresponsible and cynical
Whatever the actual f ig-
ures would be though, given 
what we’ve seen here, the 
Government’s cavalier atti-
tude to the MOT Test is diffi-
cult to understand. Whichever 
way you look at it, diluting the 
MOT by deferring a vehicle’s 

first Test until it is four years 
old is bound to result in an 
increase in road deaths and 
serious injuries – up to 24 more 
dead people in additon to the 
existing fatalities, and 147 seri-
ously injured people in addition 
to the existing injuries, some 
confined to wheelchairs – all 
as a direct result of deferring 
that first MOT by a year. 

Frankly it is outrageous; dead 
people, seriously injured peo-
ple, just to save a few motorists 
buying brand new cars a ‘once 
off ’ fifty quid, (or less!), because 
their road fund tax has gone up!

It is astonishingly irrespon-
sible, foolish and heartless – 
unless of course, viewed, as it 
clearly is by our Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, from the most 
disgracefully cynical of political 
perspectives. 

Here are a few typical dangerous 
defects discovered during the MOT Test.

 
Top row from left: Brake disc 

completely worn away by pad back plate; 
Broken brake disc; Seriously corroded 

brake disc (an MOT pass if brake 
performance OK); Brake fluid leak – the 

vehicle’s first MOT!

Left: BMW Offside rear tyre; Right:  
Nissan Micra n.s.f. tyre (elderly lady 
customer unaware of tyre condition).

Changing the MOT to 4-1-1 – what happens?
The most extensive report assessing what would happen to road 
deaths and injuries if the date of that first MOT were changed 
is the 2008 DfT report which estimated that deferring Class IV 
MOTs for a year would result in:

Additional annual fatal accidents of: . . . . . .Between 24 and 71
Additional annual serious injuries of:. . . . . .Between 147 and 434

A later less extensive Transport Research Laboratory (TRL) report 
predicting lower fatalities, and serious injuries had limitations 
acknowledged by the lead author who noted:

 
“… with respect to the number of defects and the number of dan-

gerous defects which have not been accounted for… if they had 
been, it is likely that more casualties would have been predicted…”

So DfT’s estimates for increased deaths and injuries resulting 
from deferring a vehicle’s first MOT for a year (currently on the 
Government’s agenda) are probably the best estimates available 
and realistically the lower estimate of 24 more deaths and 147 
seriously injured people is probably closer to the mark.
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discounting”. We exchanged wry smiles.

Forthright and determined
Alex Fiddes doesn’t mince words or indulge in spin to conceal or 
soften harsh messages. He is a classic bluff Yorkshireman, forth-
right, determined and something of a tough guy. 

Perhaps that’s why he’s been appointed to take charge of DVSA’s 
MOT operations. DVSA have serious problems and issues to resolve. 
MOT quality is poor, the new MOT computer still has problems, 

with paying for slot fees the latest issue. The new training regimen 
is yet to be finalised and serious issues with the Trade Union were 
only just averted in May with further problems looming over new 
contracts for DVSA’s MOT staff. He will need all his skills and talents 
to steer the MOT Scheme out of their current troubles. On some 
issues we disagree; for example, sustainable and profitable small 
Testing Stations may not be able to co-exist against the discounting 
policies of the National Fast-Fit chains. Nevertheless we wish him 
well in his new post.

NEWS from theNENENEWSWSWS fffrororommm thththeee Whilst the current work we’ve previously reported con-
tinues at the DfT – the new EU regulations and so on, 

members of the MOT Trade Forum are in discussions with 
officials with a prospect to review the current MOT fee which 
has been frozen for five years, to bring the current maximum 
in line with inflation. This will set the scene for a meeting with 
the Andrew Jones, Transport Minister responsible for the 
MOT Scheme, by members of the Forum in early November 
at which that and other MOT issues will be discussed – spe-
cifically the proposed deferring of a vehicle’s first MOT to 
its fourth birthday. Unfortunately we will have gone to press 
by then, but will report the outcome of the meeting on our 
website www.motester.co.uk/mot-trade

MOT Trade Forum members Jim Punter, John Ball (MoTest UK) 
and Dave Garratt (Garage Equipment Chief) will be meeting with 

Andrew Jones, Minister of Transport in early November.

VW diesel emissions: hypocrisy 
by Transport Secretary

The Secretary of State for Transport, says, on the VW die-
sel emissions scandal, that if British VW owners don’t 

promptly respond to VW’s recall to remove that diesel emis-
sions ‘cheating’ software, he’ll take action through the MOT 
Scheme to enforce the recall. 

That’s blatantly hypocritical. As our lead article shows, the cur-
rent British MOT diesel emissions check actually ‘cheats’ the EU 
legislation by using a loophole – people in glass-houses shouldn’t 
throw stones! 

Whilst exemption of older ‘Historic Vehicles’ like these is 
understandable, it is difficult to justify exempting a mid-1970s 

‘rust-bucket’ with a powerful engine – which would be the case 
with a 40-year rolling exemption.

MOT Training

IMI’s Ian Gillgrass has been closely following events regard-
ing MOT Training, and has provided us with an outline of 

what DVSA propose for the future.
A new ‘MOT Tester qualification’ was agreed at the end of Sep-

tember with a target date to start issuing new qualifications towards 
the end of 2016. The successful completion of training to become 
an MOT Tester or MOT Manager will result in a nationally recog-
nised qualification delivered through commercial Training Provid-
ers approved by Awarding Organisations such as the IMI, City & 
Guilds, ABC and Pearson Education. 

The pre-qualification and experience for becoming a Tester 
will be the same as it is now. However, the new courses won’t 
be conducted by DVSA, but by commercial ‘Training Provid-
ers’ quality assured by the Awarding Organisations and over-
seen by DVSA. 

A new Tester Training course
The course, displacing DVSA’s 3 day course will require a minimum 
of 24 hours training of which 8 hours must be ‘practical training’. 
The new qualification called a ‘Certificate of Successful Completion’ 
(CSC) is still in development, by the awarding organisations, like – 
IMI, City & Guilds, ABS and Pearson Education – who will be engag-
ing with the trade in that work. Private Training Providers should 
be able to offer more details after April next year. The NTTA route 
to becoming a Tester ends after August next year.

Refresher training
The previous five year Tester Refresher Training (ended this 
April) will be replaced by a process called ‘Continual Professional 
Development’ (CPD), which means continuous learning. Whilst 
details have yet to be finalised, Testers will need to do a minimum 
of 16 hours CPD over a rolling 5 year period, with no less than 3 
hours in any given year. Reviewing Testers’ CPD records will become 
part of ‘Risk Assessment’ visits to Testing Stations.

MOT Managers
There will be a new MOT Manager qualification which all new 
MOT Managers must have after September 2016. It will be offered 
by commercial training providers like Colleges, Trade Associations 
or even the employer (if appropriate). It will require a minimum 
of 16 hours training. 

No DVSA involvement
The delivery of training outside of DVSA, offers, they say, flexibility 
for the MOT trade to develop their staff to become MOT Testers and 
Managers whilst allowing aspirant trainees to achieve appropriate 
MOT qualifications without DVSA ‘authorisation’, as the nomina-
tion comes after qualification.

This will mean additional costs for Testing Stations developing 
trainees to become Testers, or for the trainees themselves. When 
the time comes the various training providers will be able to provide 
costings for both MOT Tester and MOT Manager training courses.

Historic vehicle exemption – 
an ‘inside’ fix?

It has been reported in Classic Car Weekly that there will be 
changes to the MOT exemption for ‘historic vehicles’ bring-

ing it in line with the exemption allowed on road tax. Whilst 
the formal ‘consultation’ process has yet to be launched, 
Classic Car Weekly fear it is a ‘done deal’ behind the scenes 
with the exemption aligning with current road tax exemption 
on a rolling 40 year basis. This despite safety fears amongst 
a large proportion of the classic car community. There is 
concern that The All Party Parliamentary Historic Vehicles 
Group – consisting of MPs and Members of the House of 
Lords have been party to an ‘inside fix’ for that ‘rolling’ 40 
years old MOT exemption.
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P R O D U C T  R E V I E W

Sealey claim they have a brilliant tool for the auto 
electrician and mechanic. Carry out the following 
tests on systems from 6V up to 24V quickly and 
efficiently: Power up components prior to fitting 
including, Cooling fan motors, Fuel pumps, Window/
Sunroof motors, Relays and Lamps & Wiper motors. 
Tests continuity in: Relays, Wiring harnesses, Diodes 
and Fuses & Switches.  Detect short circuits. Locates 
bad earths quickly. Fitted with a sensitive short 
circuit protection device. Safe to use around vehicle’s 
electronic management systems. Fitted with 4.5mtr 
cable allowing access to the rear of the vehicle and 
supplied with instructions.
Vehicles Covered: 6V up to 24V

Product Price: (Including annual upgrade costs) 
Currently on Sealeys Winter promo valid until 
29.02.15 @ £19.95 Ex Vat / £23.94 Inc Vat
Contact: Nicky Smart
Tel: 01284 757500
E-mail: n.smart@sealey.co.uk
Web: www.sealey.co.uk

Snap-on claim, that with enhanced functionality, a 
faster operating system and a bigger, full-colour 
touchscreen display, MODIS Ultra isn’t just retooled. 
It’s completely re-imagined. It’s also more intuitive, 
with an 8” screen that can be navigated by touch 
or by its 4-way thumb pad. And you still have the 
sophistication and convenience of scanner, scope 
and exclusive Fast-track® expert information in 
one diagnostic tool. So you can move between jobs 
quicker and with more accuracy than ever before.

Vehicles Covered: 
65,000+
Product Price: Call for 
details
Tel: 01553 692422
Fax: 01553 697254
E-mail: techsales.uk@
snapon.com
Web: http://diagnostics.
snapon.co.uk
Distribution: Direct sales

TEXA UK provide a complete diagnostic solution 
for five platforms: Truck, Car, Bike, Agricultural and 
marine as well as their series of Air conditioning 
recharge stations. TEXA have recently introduced 
their new operating system IDC4E which has been 
released in conjunction with the latest software 
releases. They say the new format makes vehicle 
selection simpler and quicker than ever, reducing 
the number of steps involved which allowing more 
efficient workflow.
TEXA UK’s office is in Nelson with dedicated 
customer service, technical support and product 
service infrastructure, as well as a full range of 
training courses through the TEXAEdu program. 

Vehicles Covered: Visit www.texa.co.uk/coverage 
for the latest coverage list.
Price: (Includes annual upgrade costs) contact your 
local distributor for promotional price.
Contact: Customer Service
Tel: 01282 606787
Fax: 01282 604240
E-mail: info.uk@texa.com
Web: www.texa.co.uk
Distribution: Through our network of Distributors 
(See website for list).

Wurth have been a partner to the automotive trade 
for over 50 years, with over 30 years here in the UK. 
Wurth Online World (WOW!) offers, they claim, an 
in depth modular diagnostic system which can be 
tailored to your requirements. The range includes 
handheld, touch screen and laptop solutions 
for multi-marque vehicle diagnostics including 
many coding and calibration options. Suitable for 
the experienced diagnostic user to a complete 
novice, WOW! offers a comprehensive, easy to use, 
affordable solution for all your diagnostic needs. 
Call us for a demonstration. 

Vehicles covered: WOW! covers 
comprehensive list of manufacturers 
and models
Price: P.O.A
Contact: Customer Service
Tel: 08705 987 84108705 987 842
E-mail: wow@wurth.co.uk
Web: www.wurth.co.uk

SEALEY

SNAP-ON

TEXA UK LTD

WÜRTH UK LTD.
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The following information is compiled from 
the GEA Members List (www.gea.co.uk).

Air Conditioning 
Service Equipment
Premier Diagostics Ltd
Premier House, Cherwell Business Village,
Southam Road, Banbury Oxon OX16 2SD
Tel: 01295 271985 Fax: 01295 272474
email: Sales@premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk
web: www.premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk

Brake Testers
Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton
N1 1QG
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

Gott Technical Services Ltd 
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland,
NE61 6JJ
Tel: 01670 516816 Fax: 01670 515883
email: sales@gottservices.com
web: www.gottservices.com

Laybury Garage Equipment Ltd
35 Wilbury Way, Hitchin, Herts SG4 0TW
Tel: 01462-450999 Fax: 01462-420270
email: layburyequipment@aol.com 
web: www.laybury.com

Lift Master Ltd
27 Caker Stream Road, Mill Lane Industrial
Estate Alton Hampshire GU34 2QA
Tel: 01420 549038 Fax:01420 549036
email: Please visit website for contact form
web: www.liftmasteruk.com

Tapley/Bowmonk
Diamond Road, Norwich NR6 6AW
Tel: 01603 485153 Fax: 01603 418150
email: info@bowmonk.com
web: www.bowmonk.com

Diesel Engine Test
Equipment
Premier Diagnostics Ltd
Premier House, Cherwell Business Village, 
Southam Road Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SD
Tel: 01295 271985 Fax: 01295 272474
email: sales@premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk
web: www.premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk

Tapley/Bowmonk
Diamond Road, Norwich NR6 6AW
Tel: 01603 485153 Fax: 01603 418150
email: info@bowmonk.com
web: www.bowmonk.com

Emission Equipment–
Diesel
Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton
NN1 1QG 
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

GEAS
Court Farm, Loxton, North Somerset
BS26 2XG
Tel/Fax: 01934 750079
email: geascal@gmail.com
www.geas.co.uk

Gott Technical Services Ltd
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, 
NE61 6JJ
Tel: 01670 516816 Fax: 01670 515883
email: sales@gottservices.com
web: www.gottservices.com

Premier Diagnostics Ltd
Premier House, Cherwell Business Village, 
Southam Road Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SD
Tel: 01295 271985 Fax: 01295 272474
email: sales@premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk
www.premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk

Emission Equipment
- Petrol
Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton
NN1 1QG
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

GEAS
Court Farm, Loxton, North Somerset
BS26 2XG
Tel/Fax: 01934 750079
email: geascal@gmail.com
www.geas.co.uk

Laybury Garage Equipment Ltd
35 Wilbury Way, Hitchin, Herts SG4 0TW
Tel: 01462-450999  Fax: 01462-420270
email: layburyequipment@aol.com
web: www.laybury.com

Premier Diagnostics Ltd
Premier House, Cherwell Business Village, 
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SD
Tel: 01295 271985 Fax: 01295 272474
email: sales@premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk
www.premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk

Exhaust Extraction
Gott Technical Services Ltd 
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, 
NE61 6JJ
Tel: 01670 516816 Fax: 01670 515883
email: sales@gottservices.com 
web: www.gottservices.com

Trade Garage Equipment Ltd
Technique House Unit 4F Gelders Hall 
Industrial Estate, Shepshed Leicestershire
LE12 9NH
Tel: 01509 506680Fax: 01509 505594
enquiries@tradegarageequipment.co.uk
www.tradegarageequipment.co.uk

Exhaust Gas
Analysers
P.O. Box 98, Broadwater Park, North Orbital
Road, Denham, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB9 5HJ
Tel: 01895 834466
email: aftermarket@uk.bosch.com
web: www.boschautoparts.co.uk

Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton
NN1 1QG
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

GEAS
Court Farm, Loxton, North Somerset
BS26 2XG
Tel/Fax: 01934 750079
email: geascal@gmail.com
www.geas.co.uk

Gott Technical Services Ltd 
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, 
NE61 6JJ
Tel: 01670 516816 Fax: 01670 515883
email: sales@gottservices.com 
web: www.gottservices.com

Laybury Garage Equipment Ltd
35 Wilbury Way, Hitchin, Herts SG4 0TW
Tel: 01462-450999  Fax: 01462-420270
email: layburyequipment@aol.com
web: www.laybury.com

Premier Diagnostics Ltd
Premier House, Cherwell Business Village, 
Southam Road Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SD
Tel: 01295 271985 Fax: 01295 272474
email: sales@premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk
www.premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk

Gauges & Measuring
Equipment
Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton NN1 1QG
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

Headlamp Aligners
Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton
NN1 1QG
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

Lift Master Ltd
27 Caker Stream Road, Mill Lane Industrial
Estate Alton Hampshire GU34 2QA
Tel: 01420 549038 Fax:01420 549036
email: Please visit website for contact form
web: www.liftmasteruk.com

Heaters – Workshop
Freeheat
Low Farm, Common Lane, Almholme
Doncaster DN5 0LN
Tel: 01302 822800 Fax: 01302 359002
email: info@freeheat.org.uk
web: www.freeheat.org.uk

Installers
Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton
NN1 1QG
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

Normair Ltd
Unit 5E Horndon Business Park, Station Road,
West Horndon, CM13 3XL
Tel: 01277 811391 Fax: 01277 811867
email: norman@normair.co.uk
web: www.normair.co.uk

Lubrication 
Equipment
Gott Technical Services Ltd 
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, 
NE61 6JJ
Tel: 01670 516816 Fax: 01670 515883
email: sales@gottservices.com 
web: www.gottservices.com

MOT Bays
Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton
NN1 1QG
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

GEAS
Court Farm, Loxton, North Somerset
BS26 2XG
Tel/Fax: 01934 750079
email: geascal@gmail.com
www.geas.co.uk

Gott Technical Services Ltd
Coopies Lane, Morpeth, Northumberland, 
NE61 6JJ
Tel: 01670 516816 Fax: 01670 515883
email: sales@gottservices.com
web: www.gottservices.com

Laybury Garage Equipment 
Ltd
35 Wilbury Way, Hitchin, Herts SG4 0TW
Tel: 01462-450999  Fax: 01462-420270
email: layburyequipment@aol.com
web: www.laybury.com

Lift Master Ltd
27 Caker Stream Road, Mill Lane Industrial
Estate Alton Hampshire GU34 2QA
Tel: 01420 549038 Fax:01420 549036
email: Please visit website for contact form
web: www.liftmasteruk.com

Motorcycle
Equipment Providers
Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton NN1 1QG
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

Lift Master Ltd
27 Caker Stream Road, Mill Lane Industrial
Estate Alton Hampshire GU34 2QA
Tel: 01420 549038 Fax:01420 549036
email: Please visit website for contact form
web: www.liftmasteruk.com

On-Board Diagnostics
GEAS
Court Farm, Loxton, North Somerset
BS26 2XG
Tel/Fax: 01934 750079
email: geascal@gmail.com
www.geas.co.uk

Premier Diagnostics Ltd
Premier House, Cherwell Business Village, 
Southam Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 2SD
Tel: 01295 271985 Fax: 01295 272474
email: sales@premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk
www.premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk

Petrol Engine Test
Equipment
Bradbury Equipment
153-165 Bridge Street Northampton
NN1 1QG
Tel: 01604 828648 Fax: 01604 609684
email: sales@bradburyequipment.co.uk
web: www.bradburyequipment.co.uk

List of Suppliers to the MOT and Service Workshop industry.
To have your supply company listed (basic listing is free) or updated telephone Stephen Chambers on 01707 273 999 Ext. 260

MOT Workshop Directory
Tools and equipment for MOT Testing, repairs and service



✁

Please note Magazine subscription is not 
liable for VAT, prices are nett.

For security reasons we no longer accept 
credit card details by post.

Subscribe online at:
www.motester.co.uk/subscriptions 
(credit card or PayPal)

Payment by card: Tel: 0208 998 6742

VTS Name:

Address:

Postcode: Tel:

Use this form now to begin with the February 2016 issue 

Stay informed AND protected: subscribe today
MOT Testing Magazine

PLUS Regular features: Testing Times • DVSA 
Matters • Readers’ Letters • Consultant’s Casebook 

MOT Testing magazine was established over 20 years ago to help MOT Testing businesses
to carry out better MOT Testing and represent their interests to the government agency.
MOT Testing Magazine brings UK MOT Testing Stations:

• MOT News - find out what’s happening now and what’s around the corner!
•  Advance notice of new regulations, EC Directives,

Training and other MOT matters
•  Equipment Information and Product Information and Reviews –

all the leading manufacturers’ products in one place to make it 
easy for you to make the right buying decision

• DVSA and DfT News
• Advice and analysis on regulations and disciplinary matters 

All for £30 a year…
INTRODUCTORY OFFER: Subscribe to this special promotion and receive:
1 Year’s MOT SHIELD Consultancy cover at £99+ VAT plus MOT Testing FREE for one year, 
all for only £118.80 inc VAT! 

This is surely the best value for money in the MOT Industry today!

Subscribe to the leading

MOT Testing
Industry Magazine…

1. Get one year’s worth of invaluable 
industry news and information worth 

£30 a year… 
2. Add £69 and get 1 year’s

MOT SHIELD Consultancy cover!
(to defend against DVSA Disciplinary Action – see page 7.)

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY

OFFER:
1 year’s subscription to

MOT Testing 
Magazine: £30

Post to: Punters Publishing Ltd, 12 Princes Gardens, London W5 1SD. Tel: 0208 998 6742 

subscription is not

or:

To receive the next 4 news-packed quarterly issues of MOT Testing Magazine enclose payment with this form. 
Select: ■■ £30 for 1 year, receive magazine by post   or: ■■ £35 for 1 year, receive magazine by post plus e-mail PDF version* 

or: ■■ £20 for 1 year email PDF version* only.  *E-mail address: ___________________________________________ (Please write clearly).

MOT SHIELD SPECIAL OFFER: ■■ MOT SHIELD Consultancy cover (£118.80 incl VAT) including MOT Testing magazine by post.

Cheques made out to ‘PUNTERS PUBLISHING LTD’. POST with payment to:
Punters Publishing Ltd, 12 Princes Gardens, London W5 1SD 

MMMaaagggazine: £30

e 

nesses
ncy.

er!

!

1 Year’s

MOT 
SHIELD

MOT 
Consultancy 

cover
Worth up to £2,000!

For a total of
ONLY

£99+VAT
That’s right

1 year’s subscription to MOT 
Testing Magazine PLUS 1 year’s 

MOT SHIELD Consultancy cover! 

Year’s
+




