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And politics don’t help. The 
last Labour Government expe-
rienced bad publicity about 
waging a ‘war on motorists’ so 
anything increasing motoring 
costs, like increasing the MOT 
fee was a ‘no-no’. 

With the Coalition Govern-
ment things improved, but Sen-
ior Civil Servants were working 
with the trade to review the fee 
when ‘politics’ intervened. The 
Opposition leader Ed Miliband 
taunted David Cameron, pledg-
ing to freeze energy prices. Once 
again, any price increases were 

considered unacceptable – the 
review was halted, and the MOT 
fee frozen for another year. 

The cost of ‘delivering an 
MOT’
Then the emphasis changed. 
The Department for Transport 
(DfT) were asked to estimate 
the cost to carry out an MOT 
Test. The DfT approached the 
MOT Trade Forum members for 
advice. After identifying key cost 
centres, the DfT approached 
the RMI to see if their mem-

MOT fees – why are Test 
Stations short-changed?
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No sign of report in 
spite of it being a 
DVTS ‘priority’
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When MOT Trade Forum members met with Andrew Jones MP, 
the minister at the DfT dealing with the MOT Scheme, he agreed 
to a review of the fee, but was more diffident about a minimum 

or banded fee.

Frozen out…

It will be six years this April since the MOT fee was last 
increased, with successive Governments claiming that 

widespread discounting off the maximum fee shows there’s 
no need to increase it. And you can understand their argu-
ment. With Halfords Autocentres currently offering MOTs for 
ten quid, and dealerships offering “MOTs free for life” on new 
cars, the MOT Trade isn’t helping its own cause.

MOT Training 
revised and 
privatised…
In the last issue of MOT 

Testing, IMI’s Ian Gilgrass 
flagged up DVSA’s plans 
for MOT Tester and MOT 
Manager training delivered 
by private training colleges 
and organisations monitored 
by Awarding Organisations 
(AOs) like, ‘ABC’, City & 
Guilds, Pearson Education, 
and the IMI. We recently 
met up with Ian again for an 
update. Whilst there’s little 
detail available on training 
for Managers, Tester training 
plans are virtually finalised.

No need to be ‘nominated’
In the new system, qualified 
and suitably experienced MOT 
Tester Trainees can enrol at an 
approved MOT training centre 
without nomination from an 
Authorised Examiner. The train-
ing takes a minimum of 24 hours, 
8 hours of which must be prac-
tical work, and the centres must 
have all the elements of equip-
ment required in an MOT bay, 
but doesn’t have to be an offi-
cial Testing Station. 

An ‘Oserved Test’
Having graduated from 
the Training Centre, with 
a Certificate of Successful 
Completion (CSC) students will 
then contact DVSA to undergo 
an Observed Test by a DVSA 
Vehicle Examiner – and if suc-
cessful receive DVSA’s VT8 doc-
ument as fully qualified Testers. 

(Continues on page 16)

(Continues on page 14)



New range of
DVSA Approved 
Emissions Testers
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Diesel Smokemeter

Contact us for a brochure or on-site demonstration

PD Combi
PC-Based Emissions Tester

• Simple and fast to use
•  Cable-less Smokehead as standard
• Automatic calibration
•  DVSA approved 2008 class  4, 7, HGV, PSV, RPC & SVA

• Simple and fast to use
•  Ideal for any diesel testing requirements
•  Portable version available for roadside 

and fl eet testing
•  DVSA approved 2008 class  4, 7, HGV, PSV, 

RPC & SVA

Premier Diagnostics Field Service and 
Calibration Team is fully accredited to 
provide calibration/repair and service with 
24-hour response Monday to Friday across 
Premier, Brainbee and Protech products.

For more information please contact us on:
Tel: 01295 271985 Fax: 01295 272474

email: sales@premierdiagnostics.ltd.uk
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Next issue! (May – July 2016)
You can now renew your subscription online: www.motester.co.uk/subscriptions

The MOT Fee – when will – Regular MOT Fee reviews are a distant memory, as is the last fee increase 
it be reviewed?   There are many reasons why the MOT Fee should be increased –why do 

successive governments ignore it, while increasing the workload?

MOT Training…     We are very close to seeing the long-promised successor to the NTT.
Jim punter talked to IMIs Ian Gilgrass to find out how the changes will affect the 
MOT industry. 

4. Testing Times –  News from the MOT industry: Why are DVSA not publishing MOT Quality 
figures? An update on the VW emissions scandal; HPI Ltd have severe 
misgivings about the proposed introduction of 4-1-1 Testing; why do cab drivers 
prefer an MOT to the council’s own inspection? And are fewer classic car owners 
MOT Testing their vehicles?…

8. Topical Tips –  The RMI’s Steve Coles reminds us that Test logs are now available on the MOT 
computer, and gives us some guidance on how they can be best used…

10. Readers’ Letters –  More letters from the Editor’s postbag – encompassing subjects such as 
Vehicle Specific Information, rescinding penalty points, re-examination of 
Advisory items, and “Are there too many VTSs?” …

18. Spotlight On: –  The MOT Testing Scheme – JIM PUNTER looks at the MOT’s history, development 
and definitions, strengths and weaknesses, its owners and stakeholders. He 
concludes that taking into account the current level of Testing error rates, the 
MOT makes a major contribution to road safety.

20. DVSA and DfT News –  More news from the DVSA and the DfT – From DVSA we have notes on 
Training changes, and their ‘Future Vision’ relating to the MOT computer, while 
a few current shortcomings are noted. From the DfT, news of three current 
consultations; 4-1-1, the MOT Fee and HIstoric Vehicle MOTs… 

22. Consultant’s Casebook –  More tips from Eamonn Loney’s casebook – Eamonn’s cases can often involve 
some serious issues. Here he recounts an inverted appeal case with an unusual 
twist, and ‘mystery shopper’ case with a salutory lesson…

24. PRODUCT REVIEW: –  Emissions equipment  – Vehicle emissions are responsible for more deaths than 
road traffic accidents, so should DVSA be enforcing emissions regulations more 
vigorously? Followed by a review of some of the leading brands of Emissions 
Testing equipment on the market today.
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MOT Workshop Magazine (free supplement)
 4.  New Products and Services  –  More news,  new products and services from the MOT industry…
 12. Advisories –  If you’re thinking of installing an ATL, this account of the process from the 

beginning may be instructive. 

 16.  Trade Directory –   The indispensable updated guide to tools & equipment suppliers!

The European Union and its MOT 
Directives – The European Union 
and its MOT Directives

For some decades now the British MOT has 
had to comply with successive European 
Directives – and recently they’ve arrived 
thick and fast, one after the other! We take a 
close look and shine our spotlight on how the 
European Union’s ‘MOT System’ works. We 
ask questions such as “who decides when a 
new Directive is needed, and why?” We’ll also 
provide our subscribers with a brief pre-view of 
the new rules due to take effect in 2018…

Product Review

Current headlamp beam testing equipment is 
not able to fully check some of the modern 

headlamps being fitted to the latest models 
of some vehicles. Why not? We look into the 
current situation regarding Testing headlamps – 
and provide readers with a review of the latest 
headlamp test equipment on the market.

DfT and DVSA Matters

If what we’ve heard is to be believed, then 
by the time we next go to press both the 
Government’s plans on deferring the first MOT 
by an extra year, and their proposals for MOT 
exemption for historical vehicles will have been 
published. We have a look at what they are 
proposing to do…

PLUS: • Testing Times • DVSA 
Matters • Readers’ Letters 
• Consultant’s Casebook • Plus: 
MOT Workshop free supplement.
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Exhibiting categories include: Parts & Components – Electronics & Systems – Repair & Maintenance
Accessories & Customizing – Car Wash, Care & Reconditioning – Management & Digital Solutions

7-9 June 2016, NEC
The UK‘s leading exhibition for the 
automotive aftermarket and supply chain

Register today for the UK’s
leading aftermarket trade show!

With over 550 international and domestic exhibitors, Automechanika Birmingham

offers you the chance to see the latest services, parts, components and garage

equipment in one place. It’s your chance to not only meet your current suppliers but

meet new potential suppliers plus learn about the latest innovations to improve

effi ciency across the entire aftermarket.

Take advantage of the free seminar programme covering all the burning topics for the 

aftermarket industry, such as the changing car market, trade and exports, connectivity

and advanced IT in vehicles, staff skills and training, general business strategy and the

latest updates on the MOT.

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of this landmark

automotive event by registering today. Use code MOT001 at

www.automechanika-birmingham.com

Confi rmed exhibitors include:

See website for full list

550 
EXHIBITORS
CONFIRMED

In association with
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The UK’s leading provider of:
  MOT Tester Training

  MOT Tester Sponsorship

Courses UK Wide

From Semi Skilled Technician to “ “

So you want to be a MOT Tester?

  Expert Trainers

  Online E-Learning

  Learner Support

  Payment Options

Call us TODAY: 0345 459 0231
WWW.PREMIERMOT.COM
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A raft of issues…
Dear Sir,
These comments about “MOT 
Modernisation” come from 
my experience as an NT since 
MOT Testing started at 7/6d on 
10-year old vehicles when we 
had three books of certificates 
with failures in red. 

I was an AEDM for a 16 out-
let multi franchise dealership 
plus a QC for three site involving 
24 Testers as well as being an 
area consultant for a well known 
and respected MOT trade com-
pany.

Now that the technology has 

bedded in… the new Testing 
process works well. However, 
some issues I have experienced 
are:

The lack of VSI. As the car 
park fills up with more ‘gadget 
controlled’ vehicles including 
parking brake operation, the 
inability to rev diesels in line 
with the Testers Manual, and 
multi ‘led’ headlamps to men-
tion but a few, pose problems. 
Technical guidance is required 
up to date quality checked data 
from a recognised reliable 
source.

Testing to required stand-

ards need to be raised and the 
motoring public; especially those 
buying second hand vehicles, 
need educating that we Test to 
only a minimum standard and 
the condition of the item could 
very soon drop below that level.

Training new NT requires 
restructuring. The required 
education standards need to be 
looked at, and who may apply 
for the qualification. Why must 
the applicant be in the employ of 
an AE who may just be blocking 
the person’s career progress? 
Could it not be possible for indi-
viduals to prove their education 
levels, attend a DVSA Training  
Course and pass a suitable 
theory and practical test (at a 
fee if necessary) and then when 
in the employment of a Testing 
Station undertake an observed 
Test prior to Testing live. Time 
limits for each section would 
need to be applied.

Refresher training needs to 
be re-introduced, maybe in a 
different way. It was a useful tool 
for retraining errant NTs who 
committed minor digressions. 
An auditable system needs to be 
introduced into the computer 
system for QC and Calibration 
recording functions.

A system for reconfirming 
Test Station staff details within 
the system that is current and 
accurate (people change phone 
numbers and email addresses 
frequently).

Finally it would be useful for 
system rolls to be reviewed and 
modernized to make it clear 
who can do what to manage the 
system efficiently.

Clarity, honesty and open-
ness from all parties would be 
good to see and then the visiting 
VE could do his valuable job in a 
better frame of mind.

Name and address supplied but 
withheld on request.

Some of the comments expressed 
by this reader have (theoretically) 
been addressed by the DVSA – spe-
cifically on training. We have now 
discovered how the training will 
work out in practice, and specifi-
cally that while training organiza-
tions won’t be directly ‘policed’ by 
the DVSA, (that being the responsi-
bility of the ‘awarding organisations’ 
like the IMI – DVSA’s Observed Tests 
(their VT8) will be a quality control 
backstop. I have much sympathy 

with his complaint about the lack 
of VSI (addressed further in the next 
letter), and DVSA’s failure to ‘keep 
up’ with modern technology, espe-
cially regarding fast developing 
headlamps and their operation – Ed. 

 Scared of complaining
Dear Sir,
As an MOT Consultant I see 
many Testing Station owners 
who complain about the DVSA 

– and on hearing their com-
plaints I often suggest that they 
write to your magazine. But on 
hearing that, they shake their 
heads saying, “If I do that DVSA 
will pick on me and my Test 
Station”. I suspect that is why so 
many of your readers who do 
write to you ask for their names 
and addresses to be withheld. 
I would be interested to know 
what DVSA think of that.

Eamonn Loney
EBL Partnership

This is a perennial problem. Testing 
Stations are scared of complaining, 
fearing reprisals, although I person-
ally think their fears are unfounded. 
I asked DVSA for their comment. 
Here’s their response. Ed:

DVSA response: “DVSA would 
never ‘pick-on’ a Testing 
Station, or an individual 
because of a complaint about 
the MOT Scheme and how 
DVSA administer it. In fact we 
welcome criticism because 
it gives us valuable feedback 
about the Scheme, and we 
would respond positively. We 
would only be concerned if the 
criticism was vexatious in its 
nature.

Alex Fiddes – DVSA Group 
Service Manager (MOT)”

Expired disciplinary warnings?
Dear editor,
I was wondering if after all the 
new changes that DVSA have 
made to the scheme, will they 
be rescinding any warnings that 
some of us have got hanging 
over us?  Our garage has a warn-
ing for missed QCs and some 
calibration mistakes, which as 
I understand it, are no longer 
compulsory requirements.

I ask this, as formal warn-
ings affect our points score 
when they conduct the traffic 
light audits on us and we usu-
ally get marked down for the 
warning.

Name and address supplied but 
withheld on request. 

When it comes to Site Assessments 
this shouldn’t be a problem because 
any points from such transgressions, 
referred to by DVSA as ‘administra-

Modern vehicles like these use ‘state of the art’ technology. 
For some, access to the appropriate technical procedures, as 

used to be available as, ‘Vehicle Specific Information’ (VSI) 
with the Atos computer, was important to conduct a proper 

MOT inspection. Its absence in the new system is a backward 
step.

Restore VSI! 
Dear Sir,
Since switching over to the 
new Testing service I have 
found Testing increasingly 
difficult due to lack of VSI.  I 
relied on brake roller info 
when Testing 4x4s and found 
Electronic Parking brake mes-
sages important too. I’ve fol-
lowed the DVSAs guidelines to 
source alternative information, 
which sometimes involves con-
tacting main dealers but they 
never share data or even put 
themselves out for the enquiry.

DVSA need to address this 
issue and bring back VSI or 
encourage manufacturers/
dealerships to assist with tech-
nical enquiries.”

 
Name and address supplied 
but withheld on request.

I agree. DVSA’s claim that Vehicle 
Specific Information is readily 
available by other means is wish-
ful thinking. The information isn’t 
so easily found as DVSA seem to 
think. It is an issue they should 
take more seriously, and perhaps 
be tackled at the European level.

Some of the latest technical 
‘secrets’ car makers so jealously 
guard are needed to conduct a 
proper MOT as vehicle technol-
ogy becomes increasingly com-
plex.

Perhaps the EU Commission 
should seriously think about 
building a requirement into EU 

‘Type Approval’ regulations that 
vehicle manufacturers must 
make available to Governments 
any information required to carry 
out an MOT inspection – Ed.  

Readers’ Letters
Star Letter 

The writer gets FREE SUBSCRIPTION to MOTT&AE FOR A YEAR for this letter.
Let us have your letter now – you could win a year’s free subscription worth £30.
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Find out more about IMI Accreditation, visit www.theimi.org.uk/accreditation or call 01992 511521. 

 

IMI ACCREDITATION
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One call for complete peace of mind
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

MOT SHIELD
SECURITY AND PEACE OF MIND FOR TESTERS AND AEs

Expect more disciplinary 
visits

Since MOT Computer-
isation first started in 

2005 VOSA, and now DVSA, 
have been able to see 
exactly what’s happening at 
your Testing Station – and 
with the new system, they 
can check on you even more 
easily, looking at your live 
‘data’ for anomalies, such 
as too many failures or a 
very short Test. Sooner or 
later you could find a VE 
sitting outside your VTS in 
a car with a laptop, ready 
to re-Test a vehicle which 
has just been logged off the 
system. If there’s a problem, 
the Tester will be interviewed 
and perhaps as AE you may 
be interviewed too. Even if 
there’s no problem with the 
Test, they may well decide 
to ‘sniff’ around the office 
to find something amiss. If 
there’s a big problem, even-
tually a ‘Contemplated 
Withdrawal of Authorisation’ 
letter arrives. 

And soon more of these 
letters will arrive, as DVSA 
resources, which have lately 
been sucked into the new com-
puter system, are directed back 
to enforcement activities – more 
visits, more disciplinary action, 
and more of those letters…

An expensive process 
So, what to do now? If you 
are not a member of a trade 
body, and a high proportion of 
Testing Stations are not, partly 
because of the additional run-
ning cost to the business, then 
it’s too late – trade bodies will 
not accept membership applica-
tions to cover current or recent 
Disciplinary issues.

So there’s a dilemma – to pay 
a significant amount of money 
out up front, year after year, for 
Trade Body membership, on 
the basis that you might one 
day need it, or run the risk of 
lost time and stress trying to 
handle it yourself – or take the 
expensive option of employing 
an MOT Consultant or solicitor, 
to mitigate a burgeoning disas-
ter in the form of ‘shed loads’ 

of penalty points or even with-
drawal from the scheme.

Why should representation 
be so expensive?
Let’s look at the costs. To engage 
an MOT Consultant on a one-
off basis involves an initial tel-
ephone conversation to discuss 
that DVSA letter, what happened 
and what was said, by the Tester, 
the AE, perhaps the customer, etc, 
etc. The consultant/solicitor anal-
yses the case and makes the nec-
essary representations to DVSA, 
to which they respond, and the 
consultant will again respond 
to that. After several rounds of 
negotiations, the consultant says, 

“…this is the best we’re going to 
get”, hopefully after resolving the 
case in your favour, or perhaps 
saving you points. 

Costing up to £1,000, it’s an 
expensive experience, win or 
lose! More complex cases take 
longer and cost even more. It’s 
easy to see why accepting mem-
bership applications from busi-
nesses already in receipt of a 
disciplinary letter is not a good 
idea for Trade Bodies!

The protection of a top MOT 
Consultant for a year, for less  
than the price of two MOTs
At MOT Testing Magazine we 
receive calls from distressed 
AEs who have just received 
the bombshell ‘Contemplated 
Withdrawal’ letter from DVSA. 
Sometimes it blandly informs 
them that they have incurred 
500 penalty points, and on top 
of those already carried, this 
means that their MOT Author-
ity is withdrawn. That’s it. Game 
over. Who can they speak to? 

“What am I supposed to do now?” 
they ask. Up to now of course 
we couldn’t help them – all we 
could do was advise them to 

contact one of the MOT Consult-
ants who advertise in our pub-
lication and hope that they can 
afford and receive good advice.

That has now changed. We 
thought about the problem, and 
decided that there was some-
thing we could do. We’ve brought 
together some of the leading 
MOT Consultants in the coun-
try and discussed how we could 
achieve a plan designed to give 
the full year-round protection of 
Professional MOT Consultancy to 
small and medium independent 
MOT businesses at an unprec-
edented low price.

MOT SHIELD – a game-
changing development
We have created an innovative 
new product, providing small 
and medium Testing Stations 
with full access to leading MOT 
Consultant representation. We’re 
calling it MOT SHIELD and offer-
ing it at the astonishingly low 
price of only £99+VAT a year.

MOT SHIELD’s annual cost 
is designed to be a ‘no-brainer’; 
low enough that even the small-
est Testing Station can afford 
it – equivalent to just two MOT 
Tests per year. Yet the assistance, 
advice and peace of mind which 
the plan brings is exactly the 
same as if paying the top fee of 
the most experienced MOT Con-
sultants in the country. 

The smallest MOT business 
operating on the tightest budget 
can afford this plan, which has 
been specifically designed for 
MOT Testing Magazine’s pri-
mary readership.

On joining MOT SHIELD 
your business receives exactly 
the same quality advice as the 
largest dealership paying for 
the highest level of consultant 
representation service from the 
country’s most expensive Trade 

Body – there 
is absolutely 
nothing ‘cut-
price’ about 
the level of rep-
resentation which 
is offered.

These are the benefits you 
will receive on MOT SHIELD’s 
acceptance of your member-
ship:

•  One phone number to 
dial immediately if you 
receive a disciplinary 
communication from DVSA,

•  Full written representation 
by a top UK MOT 
Consultant, all the 
way through to agree 
d completion of 
representation,

•  Monthly email newsletters 
with information, tips and 
advice,

•  Subscription to MOT 
Testing Magazine (worth 
£30 on its own!) 

The full price for the above 
package is only £99+VAT 
per year, which includes 
subscription to MOT Testing 
Magazine. This offer has been 
extended to end of April 2016.

Please note that disciplinary 
matters arising up to 28 days 
prior to membership applica-
tion are not covered. However, 
we may to take on existing cases 
at a separately agreed price 
depending on details of the case.

To apply to join the MOT 
SHIELD see back cover sub-
scription form or: 
Phone: 0208 998 6742
Post: send cheque for £118.80 to:
MOT Testing Magazine, 12 
Princes Gardens, London W5 
1SD, with your full VTS details.

You will receive an agree-
ment  form to return to us, 
which if satisfactory we will then 
confirm your membership and 
you will then be fully covered, or 
your money back!

Enter 2016 with the double ben-
efits of the protection of MOT 
SHIELD and a year’s subscrip-
tion to MOT Testing Magazine!

Testing quality is at an all-time low, and DVSA are pledged to do something about it – 
so we ask: “Can MOT businesses now expect a disciplinary crackdown from DVSA?” 
We also introduce what we think is the perfect solution to the anxiety and high cost 

of protecting your business from withdrawal from the MOT Scheme.

Disciplinary actions
Year 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14
NTs warned 487 439 625
NTs disqualified 162 145 194
AEs warned 620 791 741
AEs withdrawn 104 103 86

Although withdrawals were down in 2013/14, AE warnings are 
rising, as are NT warnings and disqualifications. This is likely to 

rise significantly as disciplinary action increases. 
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cover for 

only 
£99+VAT



M O T  T E S T I N G  M A G A Z I N E  PAGE 20 www.motes te r. co.uk

There is a lot happening at both the DVSA and the 
Department for Transport at the moment. The DVSA are 

struggling with industrial action, although that is predomi-
nantly centred around the Driving Test activities of the old 
Driving Standards Agency (DSA), although as we’ve noted in 
Testing Times, DVSA’s Vehicle Examiners are also in dispute 
over new contracts, which will have a secondary affect on 
the service provided to Testing Stations, although that is now 
being resolved (they hope!) through arbitration. On the other 
hand there’s a lot of MOT work ‘backed up’ at the DfT, not 
helped by significant staffing changes. Here are the details:

Training 

As we have previously reported in earlier editions of MOT 
Testing, MOT training is going to be completely revolution-

ised during the latter part of 2016. In a press release issued 
at the end of December, DVSA said:

“A new qualification for those wanting to become MOT Testers 
and managers is to be introduced in late 2016. The new qualification 
means that new entrants to the industry will have their professional 
skills recognised by achieving a nationally approved award, helping 
to improve the quality of the MOT test.” 

A key change will be that anybody can apply to be trained up to 
gain the new qualification without needing to be ‘nominated’ by 
an MOT Testing Station. Nevertheless, prospective Testers will still 
need to have had four years experience of repairing and servicing 
vehicles of the Class to be Tested, before becoming an approved 
MOT Tester of such vehicles. It is also assumed that they will be 
appropriately qualified in all other respects.

Currently, three awarding bodies will be ‘Authorised’ to set the 
appropriate standards and requirements. They are, The Institute 
of the Motor Industry (IMI), ABC Awards, and City & Guilds. 

In due course training establishments will need to register with 
those awarding bodies and ensure their Tester Training, and other 
MOT courses are fully ‘approved’.

The new qualification will supersede the current three-day DVSA 
run Tester Training courses. Another significant change will be 
that of the 25 hours of training involved for Tester training, at least 
8 hours must involve practical work. This will be achieved by hav-
ing eliminated the need for specific computer training previously 
required for the Atos Computer. What remains uncertain is how 
much these commercial training courses will cost. 

This is a major step forward for the MOT Testing Scheme. It 
means that trainees and apprentices will be able to integrate a Tester 
Training qualification into their training programmes to ultimately 
become Testers, even if their employers do not have an MOT Testing 
Station in their motor trade business. It should be noted, however, 
that this won’t take affect until much later this year.

The DVSA press release also mentions “managers”, so there will 
also be a formal MOT Management qualification in the pipeline as 
well, although there was no detail. 

MOT Computer

Since the new MOT computer has been fully installed at 
every Testing Station, DVSA’s ‘modernisation’ team have 

been further developing the system, clearing up glitches and 
improving the usability. They have also, they say, improved 
the service desk performance, and as the system has stabi-
lized the number of calls has decreased.

The provision of the contingency codes in the event of problems 
has, DVSA claim, also been improved and a Site’s assessment is now 
available on its profile page.

DVSA have also given us what they see as their “Future Vision” 
delivering…

• High MOT Test quality as the default,
• A competitive, profitable and ‘professionalised’ MOT industry,
• An MOT service which consumers have confidence in, 
• improved public safety and value for money, 
• An MOT service where corruption and fraud is driven out

This is exactly the same vision as expressed before the new com-
puter was installed, and we would all agree that these are exactly the 
kind of aims and objectives they too should wish to achieve.  Sadly, 
however, when it comes to MOT quality there’s still a long way to 
go, and until the DfT in London do something about the MOT fee 
which has now been frozen for the sixth year, investment to achieve 
a ‘professionalised’ MOT industry with investment in up-to-date 
equipment, reasonable profitability, is something of a pipe dream!

Shortcomings!
Despite the DVSA’s further efforts to improve the system, it is still 
deficient as compared to the old Atos computer when it comes to 
providing AEs and Site Managers with information to better man-
age their MOT businesses. Sure, the system is now relatively reliable, 
and being online is faster, and limited Test Logs are available online. 

What is surprising is that downloaded Test Logs provide more 
information than is visible on-screen. They are, however, very restric-
tive with respect to better managing the MOT site, and provide less 
information than the previous Atos system did.

Whilst the time taken to do a Test is available, the Tester’s ‘log- on/
log-off ’ times are not. Although there’s a column on the spread- sheet 
for the date and time of the Test, only log-off times are available. 
Whilst recently the IP address has been added to the download-
able Test Log, it wasn’t available for a long time, a serious omission 
relating to security, and which at all the meetings with the trade 
prior to installing the new system, was promised as a ‘must have’ 
for Testing Stations. Checking that all MOT Tests have been issued 
from the Testing Station’s IP Address is something that AEs and 
Site Managers really should, for security reasons regularly check.

It is also not that easy to spot a PRS Test – although they can be 
discovered by two adjacent Tests for a fail and a pass with virtually 
identical times (there’s sometimes a ‘second’ or so time difference), 
but you’ve got to search for them. Why can’t the ‘pass’ be flagged 
up as a “PRS” Test? 

Our editor discovered on one download, the times shown for 
first a failure, and then a re-Test (much shorter time) were reversed. 
Although this is being remedied, it does that the system still has 
‘glitches and gremlins’ arising from time to time.

Another issue is that whilst Testers can access their own pass/
fail rates, the information isn’t available to Managers or Authorised 
Examiners. And there’s no information about national averages for 
failure rates, available on the old Atos computer.

So, measuring the new computer’s management data provision 
against the old Atos computer, there’s still a lot to be desired. We 
believe, however, that DVSA are still ‘working on it’ – and things 
will improve.

DVSA Matters
Recent news and views 

from DVSA
DVSA News

DVSA staff will no longer be delivering Tester Training. Approved 
commercial training centres will provide MOT training, although 

as yet we don’t know how much it will cost.
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Emissions Equipment

The VW emissions scandal 
shone a spotlight on vehicle 
emissions, and deaths caused 
by atmospheric pollution from 
motor vehicles. Professor of Aer-
osol Science at the University of 
Essex, Ian Colbeck was quoted 
in the Telegraph, last year, saying, 

“…it has recently been estimated 
that the impact of NO2, the pol-
lutant in question… is equivalent 
to 23,500 deaths a year”. In the 
same article it was estimated 
that “12,000 people a year may 
be dying because the car indus-
try has not met emissions prom-
ises”, with an estimate of annual 
deaths caused by diesel vehicles 
estimated even higher at, “23,000 
(deaths) directly attributable to 
diesel cars”.

A contrast with ‘road deaths’
The MOT has made a significant 
contribution to safeguarding 
road safety. Annual road deaths 
have reduced from a peace-time 
high of 8,000 a year in the mid-
1960s before the MOT, to less 
than 2,000 in recent years. Yet 
these numbers are dwarfed by 

deaths caused by vehicle emis-
sions. Yet as we highlighted in 
the last edition of MOT Testing 
magazine, the default levels set 
by the Department for Transport 
in Britain’s MOT diesel emis-
sions test allows higher emis-
sions than specified in the 
current EU Directive – because 
the Government take advantage 
of a footnote ‘let-out’ clause in 
that Directive.

 ‘Type Approval’ is 
unrealistic…
The ‘static’ vehicle emissions 
Type Approval laboratory tests 
bear no relation to the emis-
sions vehicles successfully meet-
ing those standards emit in 

‘real world’ driving. In 2017 it is 
reported that the EU will bring 
in such checks, but what about 
increasing emissions as those 
engines deteriorate?  This has 
been ignored, and it is about 
the MOT. The level to which 
diesel emissions are Tested in 
Britain’s MOT inspection leaves 
a lot to be desired. Whilst mod-
ern MOT emission equipment 

cannot measure levels of NOX, 
the level of allowable partic-
ulates is much higher than it 
should be, yet potentially more 
people die as a result, than from 
all road accidents. 

The MOT emissions Test 
could be a mechanism to save 
hundreds, perhaps thousands of 
lives every year – so why won’t 
our Government tighten up 
the emission levels and do just 
that? Is it the economic power 

of the vehicle manufacturers? 
If it is, perhaps the latest scan-
dal will prompt the Department 
for Transport to seriously con-
sider innovatively using the MOT 
emissions Test to save those lives. 

Britain’s equipment suppliers 
offer highly technical and sophis-
ticated emissions equipment 
for MOT Testing. The following 
review lists some of the latest 
available on the market:

Death rates in perspective

Over the last decade vehicle emissions have increasingly 
become a mainstream subject for public debate. Vehicle 

emissions are having a dangerous affect on public health 
here and now, day-in-day-out – some of the most noxious of 
which are the oxides of nitrogen – NOX gases. 

P R O D U C T  R E V I E W

Boston say their diesel Smokemeters and Gas Analysers are 
designed for the busy workshop environment, incorporating 
the fastest MoT procedures and connectivity to their new 
Braketesters.  The Smokemeter and Gas Analyser modules 
can be supplied separately or together, both having wireless 
connectivity, employing Bluetooth technology. With the 
addition of RFC-95, our RF remote control, both models can 
be controlled from inside the vehicle, and using the latest 
software, both models also include Braketester communication, 
remote support and every test is saved automatically.

Price: (4 Gas: Smokemeter:) Price on request
Contact: Ross Tabor
Tel: 01708 525585
Fax: 01708 525408
E-mail: sales@boston-ge.com
Web: www.boston-ge.com
Distribution: South East of England covered direct from Head 
Office in Essex, Agent network covering the rest of the UK

BOSTON GARAGE EQUIPMENT

Crypton claim their combined emissions analyser is the best, 
and its mobile cabinet is perfect for garage environments. 
DVSA approved for all MOT classes its cabled, or wireless. 
Offered complete with a flat screen, printer, oil temperature 
probe, battery RPM measurement and automatic smoke 
head calibration, all on a 10” wireless tablet allowing remote 
operation from inside the vehicle. Crypton say it links directly 
to DVSA’s web-based system, to enter MOT results as you 
conduct the MOT check, without returning to the workstation.

Price: (4 Gas: Smokemeter:) POA
Contact: Sales Department
Tel: 0844 665 7613
Fax: 0844 665 7604
E-mail: sales@cryptontechnology.com
Web: www.cryptontechnology.com
Distribution: Network of Distributors

CRYPTON

Tightening up on MOT emission checks could save lives – so why 
don’t the Government do just that?



“It makes perfect sense: disciplinary correspondence 
with DVSA can be left to a qualified consultant, 
while you get on with running your business” 
JIM PUNTER, MOT TRADE FORUM CHAIRMAN, 
MOT TESTING MAGAZINE EDITOR, MOT TESTING STATION PROPRIETOR.

Not only will you stay up to date with developments in the MOT Testing industry, but you will also  save 
valuable time, should the need arise, in dealing with disciplinary correspondence with DVSA, secure in 
the knowledge that the best qualified individuals in the industry are handling your case.
Subscribe today and reap the benefits immediately
MOT Testing magazine was established over 20 years ago to help MOT Testing businesses
carry out better MOT Testing and represent their interests to the government agency.
MOT Testing Magazine brings UK MOT Testing Stations:

• MOT News - find out what’s happening now and what’s around the corner!
•  Advance notice of new regulations, EC Directives, Training and other MOT matters
•  Equipment Information and Product Information and Reviews –

all the leading manufacturers’ products in one place to make it  easy for you to make the right 
buying decision

• DVSA and DfT News
• Advice and analysis on regulations and disciplinary matters 

All for £30 a year…

“

✁

Please note Magazine subscription is not 
liable for VAT, prices are nett.

For security reasons we no longer accept 
credit card details by post.

Subscribe online at:
www.motester.co.uk/subscriptions 
(credit card or PayPal)

Payment by card: Tel: 0208 998 6742

VTS Name:

Address:

Postcode: Tel:

Use this form to subscribe.  

Stay informed AND protected: subscribe today
MOT Testing Magazine

PLUS Regular features: Testing Times • DVSA 
Matters • Readers’ Letters • Consultant’s Casebook 

Subscribe to the leading

MOT Testing
Industry Magazine…

1. Get one year’s worth of invaluable 
industry news and information worth 

£30 a year… 
2. Add £69 and get 1 year’s

MOT SHIELD Consultancy cover!
(to defend against DVSA Disciplinary Action – see page 17.)

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY

OFFER:
1 year’s subscription to

MOT Testing 
Magazine: £30

Post to: Punters Publishing Ltd, 12 Princes Gardens, London W5 1SD. Tel: 0208 998 6742 

subscription is not

or:

To receive the next 4 news-packed quarterly issues of MOT Testing Magazine enclose payment with this form. 
Select: ■■ £30 for 1 year, receive magazine by post   or: ■■ £35 for 1 year, receive magazine by post plus e-mail PDF version* 

or: ■■ £20 for 1 year email PDF version* only.  *E-mail address: ___________________________________________ (Please write clearly).

MOT SHIELD SPECIAL OFFER: ■■ MOT SHIELD Consultancy cover (£118.80 incl VAT) including MOT Testing magazine by post.

Cheques made out to ‘PUNTERS PUBLISHING LTD’. POST with payment to:
Punters Publishing Ltd, 12 Princes Gardens, London W5 1SD 

MMMaaagggazine: £30
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 also  save 
, secure in

!

1 Year’s

MOT 
SHIELD

MOT 
Consultancy 

cover
Worth up to £2,000!

For a total of
ONLY

£99+VAT
That’s right

1 year’s subscription to MOT Testing 
Magazine PLUS 1 year’s MOT 
SHIELD Consultancy cover! 

see www.motester.co.uk/mot-shield
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+




