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For over fifty years all MOT 
Tester training has been carried 
out by the Agency responsible 
for the MOT Testing Scheme, 
currently the DVSA. This will 
change. Future initial Tester 
training will be provided by 
private training organisations; 
technical colleges, private train-
ing companies or even training 
departments of large businesses 
involved in MOT Testing. The 
same will apply to ‘MOT Man-

ager’ courses. There is also a 
replacement for the old five-
yearly one-day refresher train-
ing process, now called MOT 
Annual Training. We’ve looked 
at what DVSA plans to do, and 
discussed it in some detail with 
Neil Barlow, MOT Scheme Man-
ager, and Dave Easton DVSA’s 
Manager of Education. 

The need for change
Yet the question has to be asked 

– why change anything? DVSA 
offer five reasons:

•  To raise standards and 
professionalism

•  The current model isn’t 
sustainable long term

•  The current model is 
inflexible and in the 

“dark ages”
•  DVSA have taken into 

account “direction of 
travel”

•  The MOT industry was 
asking for more

Much of this is ‘politics speak’ – 
but in reality the Government 
probably want to shunt training 
costs from DVSA onto the MOT 
industry – and so it’s happening! 

Nevertheless training did 
need changing, as evidenced by 
the poor quality of MOT Testing 
shown in DVSA’s regular ‘Com-
pliance Reports’. 

So what, exactly, are DVSA 
doing?

Raising ‘National 
Occupational Standards’ for 
MOT Testing
DVSA’s ‘in-house’ Tester train-
ing system was outside the main-
stream automotive industry’s 
training arrangements. So, to 
privatise MOT training, first they 
had to develop, in conjunction 
with the Institute of the Motor 
Industry (IMI) and the MOT 
Trade, appropriate National 
Occupational Standards (NOS), 
for the planned Awards – essen-
tial for the qualifications to 
become Nationally ‘approved’. 

MOT Training
REVOLUTION!

MOT TESTING 

MOT 
Compliance 
Survey 
Published:
A small improvement, 
but MOT quality still 
“pretty poor”…

The EU and 
the MOT:

Does the EU add 
value to the MOT, or 
waste time by adding 
regulations?

DVSA News:
Headlamp Testing 
changes. DfT News: 
Fee review, 4-1-1

Equipment 
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PPPLLLUUUSSS!!! TTesTT DVSA’s new Chief: Gareth Llewellyn started his new job 
on 1st April 2016. 

In the last issue of MOT Testing we wrote about DVSA’s 
outline plans for future MOT Tester Training. They have now 

provided more details – and their future involvement in the 
new process, which is now under way with planned ‘pilot’ 
schemes up and running.

(Continues on page 14)

New Chief Executive starts at DVSA. 
DVSA’s new Chief has inherited a lot of changes at DVSA, includ-
ing a completely revised training regime; see Testing Times page 4.
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Next issue! (Aug – Oct 2016)
You can now renew your subscription online: www.motester.co.uk/subscriptions

MOT Training Revolution: – The NTTA is no more; to “raise professionalism” and in answer to the
Here are the details    trade’s demands: These are among the reasons why training has been 

reviewed and finally updated. Editor JIM PUNTER looks at the details…
4. Testing Times –  News from the MOT industry: The whole MOT Scheme needs to be 

modernised – and soon; MOT Fee review would be a vital start; a new Chief 
Executive starts at DVSA; will ‘Recall’ checks become part of the MOT? A report 
on the latest Compliance Survey; a headlamp Testing update is needed; and 
AEs and NTs have been jailed for fraud – but why did it take so long?…

8. Topical Tips –  The SMTA’s David Innes reminds us that SNs are still ‘current’ until notified 
otherwise; reminds us about correct use of the corrosion assessment tool; and to 
make sure changes of Legal Entity are correctly logged with DVSA…

10. Readers’ Letters –  More letters from the Editor’s postbag – encompassing subjects such as MOT 
Computer updates – why are we not told what they are? Why is a clerical error 
regarded as more serious, in terms of penalty points, than say, missing seriously 
corroded suspension areas? Another reader requests clarification on training, and 
gets it, direct from DVSA…

18. Spotlight On: –  The MOT and the EU – JIM PUNTER looks at how the EU now directs the UK MOT. 
Assisted by NEIL PATTERMORE he explains the process, from ‘Directive’, allowing 
‘adjustment’ by member states, or ‘Regulation’, strictly translated into law, 
through debates in the EU Council and Parliament, where member states haggle 
for their own interests. 

20. DVSA and DfT News –  More news from the DVSA and the DfT – Analysing the SN3/16 changes to 
Headlamp Testing and looking more deeply at the 2014/2105 MOT Test Results, 
and from the DfT, the long overdue Fee Review, and the still-imminent threat of 
the introduction of 4-1-1 Testing… 

22. Consultant’s Casebook –  More tips from Eamonn Loney’s casebook – Some VTSs are authorised 
to carry out Testing for local authorities. But beware; changes to their traffic 
light assessment score could mean sudden withdrawal, with serious financial 
consequences; plus a successful appeal against some penalty points…

24. PRODUCT REVIEW: –  Headlamp Testing Equipment – A major cause of MOT failure, are headlamps 
are becoming technologically very complex. We look at the latest headlamp 
systems and present some of the latest Testing equipment… 

In this issue:
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MOT Workshop Magazine (free supplement)
 4.  New Products and Services  –  More news,  new products and services from the MOT industry…
 10.  Control and Monitoring of – How DVSA monitor your Testing quality, what is being done, how it could be

MOT Scheme   improved to improve the MOT Test and thereby improve road safety. 

 16.  Trade Directory –   The indispensable updated guide to tools & equipment suppliers!

Spotlight on… MOT Discipline 
and Enforcement – With the new MOT 
Computer up and running, and reasonably 
reliable, DVSA will be able to focus on broader 
issues. A key objective for them is improving 
MOT quality. To do this they’ll probably need 
to review how their policies on Discipline and 
Enforcement – and here’s where we’ll be 
shining our spotlight for the next edition of MOT 
Testing.

DVSA Chief Executive Interview – 
When we asked for an interview with DVSA’s 
new Chief, Gareth Llewellyn, we were told it 
could not be done before the referendum in 
June. We’ll ask again after the referendum, and 
hopefully, if he agrees there should just be time 
to include that in our next edition.

Product Review: Automatic Test 
Lanes – A decade ago VOSA decided ATLs 
would be compulsory for all Testing Stations by 
2015 – just after the Government announced 
a change to two yearly MOTs! Fortunately 
that idea was quickly dropped. Yet currently 
barely 25% of Testing Stations have ATLs – an 
issue raised with the DfT during recent fee 
discussions. DVSA want a professionalised 
MOT Scheme, with more ATLs so they should 
increase the fee to cover the investment. 
Nevertheless ATLs can improve productivity 

– so have a look at our August edition to see 
what’s on offer.

PLUS: • Testing Times • DVSA 
Matters • Readers’ Letters 
• Consultant’s Casebook • Plus: 
MOT Workshop free supplement.
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TESTING TIMESM M 
‘Annual Training’ confusion…
Despite my reservations about quality assurance, the 
revised MOT Tester training plans seem easy to under-
stand, but DVSA’s new ‘MOT Annual Training’ plans 
to replace ‘Refresher’ training aren’t so straightfor-

ward. Testers I’ve spoken to are confused and when its explained 
to them, astonished they’ll be put ‘on trust’ to do, and record those 
3 hours annual training themselves. They’re concerned, that some 
Testers will cheat the system, and question the benefit of a test 
with just 50% pass rate; views with which I have much sympathy.

I’ve also checked out that annual test. Initially I couldn’t dis-
cover how Testers will go online to take it. Contacting DVSA I 
discovered it isn’t set up yet, and – won’t be run by DVSA! It’ll be 
organised and marked by ‘Authorising Bodies’ who will regulate 
primary Tester Training – Testers will chose whose test they take 
(for which they’ll pay); the IMI, ABC Awards or City and Guilds (it 
will pay to do some research beforehand, comparing prices). Also 
check the adverts in this magazine – training companies are out 
there, who at a price, will manage your ‘Annual MOT Training’. I 
do hope DVSA ‘pick-up’ on these observations and better clarify 
their Annual Training arrangements, and soon!

The Elephant in the room
It’s in the corner over there… the elephant in the room which 
nobody wants to see, holding the MOT Scheme back; MOT fees. 
Putting to one side discounting, so irksome to Testing Station own-
ers – the current way in which MOT fees, both for the Trade and 
for DVSA are changed is unacceptable. 

There’s no strategy, nor any agreed policy even between DVSA 
and the DfT, let alone talking to the trade! And when it does happen 
its totally ad-hoc. It happens, sort of, well, “soon” maybe, “now and 
again”… but oh dear… Oh no not now… we’re much too busy!

It is a straight-jacketed process requiring a lengthy and time 
consuming comprehensive official ‘consultation’ for even the 
smallest tweak. No wonder MOT reviews happen so infrequently.

So why not review the process? Let’s have a system where we 

can all (that’s us in the trade, DVSA and DfT in agreement) vary the 
fee, by perhaps up to 10% at least once a year to account for infla-
tion and changes which have taken place, without going through 
the whole paraphernalia of formal consultation. It could be done, 
should be done – so why don’t we all do it? Then we could really 
get on with some serious modernisation.

The EU referendum…
I have my own views on this, but I don’t want to influence your 
vote one way or another. So in this issue I have tried to outline 
how the EU works when it comes to the MOT Test. In fact, with 
respect to the MOT Test I’d be surprised if anything changed 
much should we leave the EU. Both the EU and Britain would 
want harmonised MOT rules, so as not to discourage cross-bor-
der vehicular travel. Although I suspect if we leave, some of the 
more minor EU requirements might be dropped, and used as an 
excuse to not increase fees as much as would otherwise be the 
case… but then I am renowned for my rather cynical view of how 
the Department for Transport operates. 

A New Chief Executive
Following Alastair Peoples’ early retirement in September, a 
new Chief Executive for the DVSA has been announced, Gareth 
Llewellyn (see picture, front page), who took up his new job on 
1st April. The DVSA’s blurb about him says:

“Gareth brings substantial leadership experience across a range 
of national and international safety-critical industries. He has held 
senior global roles with both National Grid plc and Anglo Ameri-
can … As Group Safety, Technical and Engineering Director for 
Network Rail he led the drive to improve both the culture and 
safety performance.” 

Lets hope he heralds in some beneficial changes. We’ve requested 
an interview with him for the next edition of the magazine, but 
have been told it will not be possible until after the EU referendum. 

◆  Better access to data for 
independents: It has been 
reported in ‘AM online’ 
that new EU legislation 
has removed limitations 
on access by independent 
garages to vehicle data 
and information. Trumpeted 
as a success achieved by 
the Independent Garage 
Association, their  director, 
Stuart James, said, “This 
new change will allow inde-
pendents to seize the oppor-
tunity, take the initiative 
and increase their share of 
service and repair work even 
further”. In practice it means 
that in future ‘approved’ 
independent repair garages 

Continues next page…

THE ONE-STOP SHOP FOR MOT
AND SERVICE WORKSHOPS
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MOT news 
snippets

We’ve heard a rumour that in the longer 
term an MOT inspection could include 

‘safety recall’ defects, which if not remedied 
would fail the MOT.

It’s important, as many defects on new vehicles 
can be dangerous. Below are just a few of the most 
recent recalls with what could be considered to 
be dangerous faults.

If it were to happen it would need close co-
operation between vehicle manufacturers (VMs) 
and DVSA to detect vehicles with uncorrected 

defects – but isn’t that what modern digital tech-
nology is supposed to be about?

This may be a big ‘ask’ as VMs have a very poor 
reputation when it comes to sharing their infor-
mation. Yet this is potentially an important public 
safety issue – especially for the owners of vehicles 
which could spontaneously catch fire!

It will also be vital in the future to detect Volk-
swagen vehicles with diesel engines to ensure 
that the ‘emissions cheating’ function has been 
removed from the vehicle’s software.

Recall No. Make and model Issue
R/2015/198 MAN Truck: TGL, TGM, TGA, TGS & TGX Risk of fire
R/2015/218 Jeep: 2014-2015 Cherokee (KL) Risk of fire
R/2015/257 Vauxhall: Movano B & Vivaro B Loss of braking performance
R/2016/010 Renault: Clio IV Wheel may detach
R/2016/019 Peugeot: 208 & 2008 Fuel may leak if vehicle is involved in a rollover incident
R/2016/027 Volvo Car: S60, S50CC, V70, xC70, 
 XC60, V60, V60 CC Stalling and loss of power steering assistance
RM/2016/011 Yamaha: XRJ1300 Primary chain may fail

Recall checks via the MOT computer?



M O T  T E S T I N G  M A G A Z I N E  PAGE 7 www.motes te r. co.uk

Exhibiting categories include:

Parts & Components – Electronics & Systems – Repair & Maintenance – Accessories
& Customizing – Car Wash, Care & Reconditioning – Management & Digital Solutions

Speakers from IAAF, DVSA, SMMT, IMI, Motor Codes & others will cover topics including:

 » Updates on the MOT, qualifications & certification

 » The growing impact of hybrid & electric vehicles

 » The changing car parc & keeping workshops
up to date with both current & future vehicles

 » Technology & the retail sector

 » Business seminars for workshop managers
(managing distribution, insurance, warranties)

 » Staff skills & training

Confi rmed exhibitors include*:

*See website for full list

Trade association partners:

In association with:

7-9 June 2016
The UK‘s leading exhibition for the 
automotive aftermarket and supply chain

550
EXHIBITORS

FROM 30
COUNTRIES

Register FREE today for the UK’s
leading aftermarket trade show!

With over 550 domestic and international exhibitors,

Automechanika Birmingham offers you the chance to see the 

latest services, parts, components and garage equipment in one 

place. From independent garages and workshops, to distributors, 

dealers and retailers, Automechanika Birmingham will give you 

the opportunity to meet current and potential new suppliers,

as well as learn about the latest innovations to improve efficiency 

across the entire aftermarket.

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of this landmark automotive 

event by registering for FREE today. Use code MOT002 at

www.automechanika-birmingham.com
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‘False’ MOT
Dear Sir,
I have a question. Who does one 
report to issuing of a false MOT 
to?

Ken Newton

In response I asked Mr Newton for 
more information. He wrote back:

Someone on our street has 
a derelict caravan outside 
his house attached to his car. 
Neither have moved for 3 years. 
Parking is a real problem so he 
has been challenged about the 
caravan on a number of occa-
sions. He says that it is quite 
legal as the car is taxed. This is 
true apparently but how can he 
get an MOT in order to tax it?

The car is a wreck and when 
you look at its MOT history 
online it is riddled with fails and 
long lists of advisories – until 
the last two MOTs which are 
straight passes with NO advi-
sories.

Ken Newton,

Your best bet is to contact DVSA 
regarding your suspicions. If you 
go to their website, the first best 
place is their local office nearest 
your address – failing that send 
a communication directly to their 
Headquarters address. If it is a 

‘dodgy’ MOT they can take action 
against the Testing Station that 
issued it. What they can’t do, though, 
is to cancel the MOT itself. What it 
will prevent, however, is the chap 
getting another dodgy MOT from the 
same garage if that is indeed what 
has happened. Evidently as the 
vehicle has road tax, it must have 
a valid MOT unless it is an Historic 
Vehicle. If, as you clearly believe it 
does have an MOT certificate which 
it does not merit, then we suggest 
you contact the MOT enquiry line, at:

enquiries@vosa.gov.uk
Telephone: 0300 123 9000 
Monday to Friday, 7:30am to 6pm.

Or alternatively contact your local 
DVSA MOT office which you should 
be able to find from the DVSA 
website at: 

www.gov.uk/government/organisa-
tions/driver-and-vehicle-standards-
agency

If DVSA believe it is a police matter, 

then they will contact the police 
directly. Ed.

An unfair penalty
Dear Sir
I have read in your magazine 
about AEs receiving penalty 
points for clerical mistakes and 
I’m afraid I’m one of them. What 
annoys me most is that while 
I didn’t realise I had to inform 
VOSA that I’d set up a limited 
company, I was several years 
later issued with a final warning 
and 100 points.

This score is more than a 
friend’s garage who received 
60 points in which his Tester 
(deliberately, I believe) missed 
two excessively corroded sus-
pension areas on a family mem-
ber’s car. This rust could have 
resulted in a serious traffic acci-
dent, yet the Tester only got 60 
points.

It seems that road safety 
isn’t too high on their list as 
the car is still driving around 
(un-repaired) with the same 
MOT ticket. Perhaps you could 
approach them and ask why 
there is such a discrepancy in 
the penalty scores between hon-
est clerical mistakes and bad 
Testing practices?

Name and address withheld by 
request.

I contacted the DVSA on this who 
said:

“The Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency (DVSA) case 
review team deal with all disci-
plinary cases against Nominated 
Testers  and A uthor ised 
Examiners. For minor short-
comings they will normally 
offer advice or guidance, but 
for more serious cases they will 
take formal disciplinary action. 

Each case whether it be 
administrative or technical is 
considered on its own merits. All 
evidence including any mitiga-
tion is also taken into account to 
ensure a fair and proportional 
outcome. The DVSA are unable 
to comment on individual cases.”

Which, of course unsurprisingly, 
doesn’t answer the question… So 
the reader’s query about the dis-
crepancy remains, even though 
it isn’t about an individual case. 
Readers must judge for themselves 
what they think of DVSA’s answer. 
Ed.

Training Confusion
I am a Tester in a small inde-
pendent garage with several 
years experience. I am now 
becoming increasingly con-
cerned at the level of training 
and support being offered by the 
DVSA especially now the train-

Whilst many updates may simply be software changes invisible 
when viewed on the MOT website, it would helpful to know if 

‘visible’ changes have been made, and what they are.

MOT Computer updates
Dear Sir
A frequent source of frustration 
to me is when I receive a mes-
sage stating that “Testing ser-
vice will be unavailable…” at a 
particular time and a contin-
gency code issued for Testing 
in that period, with the reason 
given as updates or improve-
ments are being carried out. 
Do you think there is any pos-
sibility that when these updates 
are done we can be informed 
of what they are/were! As to 
date I do not recall a message 
saying what has been added or 
taken away.

We as NTs do not have the 
luxury of being able to sit at a 
computer and go through page 
by page looking for changes or 
black lines to indicate a change 
has been made. 

I still live in the hope that 
the updates may include VSI 
information but alas it has yet 
to materialise and we continue 
to Test with the risk of some-
thing going wrong and cost-
ing me/my VTS a lot of money. 
If something goes wrong that 
could have been avoided by 
a simple note on the mostly-
blank new inspection form.
Regards,
G North, Nominated Tester

This reader makes a very good 
point – I too have noticed subtle 
changes after an ‘update’, and 
maybe it would be helpful to know 
what has changed. We’ve invited 
comment from DVSA, who say:
 

“When we send updates 
that directly affect function-
ality… we will try and ensure 
that it is covered in the ‘out-
age’ message… before the 
release. 

(Many)… service improve-
ments are ‘under the bonnet’ 
IT changes to improve reli-
ability or performance. We 
do recognise… that we could 
be better at communicating… 
changes… and will make 
better use of the ‘Matters of 
Testing’ blog and other com-
munication methods to do 
this.

On ‘vehicle specific infor-
mation’ this is an area of 
potential improvement that 
we will be starting to look at 
over the summer – initially 
to make sure that we fully 
understand the user need and 
then determining how best 
we may meet that.”

A good result then, they’ve 
pledged to do better and will soon 
be looking at the VSI issue. Ed.

Readers’ Letters
Star Letter 

The writer gets FREE SUBSCRIPTION to MOTT&AE FOR A YEAR for this letter.
Let us have your letter now – you could win a year’s free subscription worth £30.
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Find out more about IMI Accreditation, visit www.theimi.org.uk/accreditation or call 01992 511521. 
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So it’s timely to have a close 
look at EU MOT legislation. 
How new MOT legislation starts 
and ‘why?’, and the influences 
affecting its journey from ini-
tial concept through the EU’s 
bureaucratic labyrinth until 
becoming either an EU ‘Direc-
tive’, or a ‘Regulation’; the two 
key legal entities enshrining leg-
islation into EU law. 

We’ll also look at what’s 
in store when the latest MOT 
Directive takes effect next year– 
what it means for day-to-day, 
MOT Testing – and ask, “does it 
add value to the current MOT 
Test?”

Vive la difference! Making 
EU MOT law…
Law making in Europe isn’t like 
Britain’s with its parliamentary 
democracy where most laws 
stem from the government. In 
Europe most MOT laws origi-
nate in the EU ‘Commission’ – 
whose civil servants propose a 
change, either as a ‘Regulation’, 
or a ‘Directive’ – a vital distinc-
tion. A ‘Regulation’ is strict legis-
lation translated exactly into the 
law of member states, binding 
in every detail. A ‘Directive’, is 
different, allowing flexibility of 
interpretation, and hence ‘wrig-
gle room’ so member states can 
fudge difficult issues. 

Historically EU MOT legisla-
tion has been a Directive, allow-
ing that flexibility; although the 
latest EU MOT legislation was 
proposed as a Regulation, it was 
watered down to a Directive 
during its passage through the 
EU’s bureaucracy. 

Following the commission’s 
proposal for a new MOT law, 
it then goes to the EU Council 
and European Parliament where 
member states and MEPs scruti-
nise its content, before haggling 
with each other, as each country 
pitches in with what they want 
or don’t want included.

Whilst in the background 
there’s lobbying from vested 
interests – organisations like 

our own Garage Equipment 
Association or the Independ-
ent Garage Association and 
their European counterparts, 
but also some influential ‘heavy 
hitters’ – vehicle manufacturers 
and international vehicle testing 
companies employing teams of 
lobbyists, all keen to affect the 
outcome. 

From the ‘Council’, a revised 
proposal, often influenced by 
that lobbying, goes to the EU 
Parliament – with further hag-
gling and lobbying, until even-
tually after more bouncing back 
and forth, a revised MOT legis-
lation package emerges as new 
EU law, which as often as not 
is significantly ‘watered down’ 
from the original proposal – a 
‘lowest common denominator’ 
compromise, or perhaps, some 
would argue, ‘the worst of all 
worlds’!

The MOT Test and ‘Type 
Approval’
Most people would assume, that 
following EU ‘Type Approval’ 
checks, for new vehicles, that 
somebody would then ensure 
the EU’s MOT is modified to 
properly test any new safety 
related features on those vehi-
cles. Wrong! It doesn’t happen. 

Take headlamp testing. Mod-
ern headlamps have increas-
ingly complex technological 
features. Some point around 
corners, others adapt as vehicle 
speed changes, and the latest 
LED and laser headlamps have 
cameras detecting oncoming 
vehicles to shut down appro-
priate light emitters in the 
headlamp to avoid dazzling 
oncoming motorist. 

Yet there’s no MOT check 
that these systems function cor-
rectly – a serious road safety 
omission especially as the latest 
laser headlamps can project a 
beam for over a third of a mile. 

There are similar problems 
with electronic systems linked-
in to vehicles’ brakes…  adap-
tive ‘cruise control’, automatic 

emergency braking and so 
on. On such systems, both for 
headlamps and brakes, the only 
way faults are identified dur-
ing an MOT is if a ‘Malfunction 
Indicator Lamp’ (MIL) illumi-
nates. The problem is there’s no 
specification as to what issues 
different ‘MIL’ indicators identify 

– different vehicles have different 
electronic systems – there’s no 
uniformity. 

Given that the European 
Union has very tight road safety 
targets, it seems perverse to 
have no co-ordination between 
the standards required for a 
vehicle to be ‘Type Approved’, 
and a common basis as to how 
those ‘Approved’ systems are 
inspected and assessed during 
MOT Testing throughout the 
service life of the vehicle; this 
especially as research commis-
sioned by the EU discovered that 
sophisticated electronic systems 
are no less likely to fail than ‘old 

fashioned’ mechanical compo-
nents… 

Britain’s MOT is ‘different’…
Whilst in Britain the MOT Test, 
like all EU countries, is based 
on the EU Directive, arguably 
it stands out from the rest of 
Europe. 

Our MOT is annual, com-
pared to the EU’s two yearly min-
imum. And we do the first MOT 
a year earlier. Unsurprisingly we 
do more MOTs than any other 
EU country and, unlike most 
of Europe, (except countries 
such as Italy or Holland), vehi-
cles can be repaired at the Test-
ing Station. 

Also, unlike other large EU 
countries, most British MOTs 
are done by small local inde-
pendent businesses. In similar 
sized countries like Germany 
and France, most MOTs are 
done by large ‘stand alone’ vehi-
cle testing businesses such as 
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Britain’s MOT currently stems entirely from a European 
Union ‘Directive’. But with an ‘in/out’ referendum loom-

ing, that could change. Britain’s MOT could soon become a 
solely domestic issue.

Spotlight on…

y g

Influence… lobbying and 
‘horse trading’…

To give a ‘flavour’ of the process when new legislation 
goes through the EU bureaucracy, let’s look at some high-
lights as the new 2018 MOT went through the EU system.

Initially set up as a ‘Regulation’ it was watered down to a 
‘Directive’. A rule that Testing Stations could not both Test and 
repair vehicles, included after lobbying from large Europe-wide 
vehicle testing businesses keen to break into Britain’s large 
MOT Market, who didn’t want to compete with Test Stations 
also carrying out repairs, was also dropped following strong 
British objections. 

Another proposal was that all motorcycles and mopeds 
should be MOT Tested. Some Member States strongly resisted 
Testing smaller mopeds, so motorcycles with engines smaller 
than 125cc are initially excluded, but could be introduced 
pending a future investigation of the ‘benefits’ of including them. 
Another proposal to MOT Test light trailers (including caravans), 
was dropped, especially after strong resistance from Britain.

From the Commission’s initial proposal, and throughout its 
journey through the EU bureaucracy, any new EU MOT law is 
subject to repeated professional lobbying from member states, 
large commercial businesses other vested interests and politi-
cal groups such as environmentalists and so on.

What emerges is inevitably a ‘grand compromise’, and not 
necessarily what is best for EU Road Safety and environmen-
tal health.

We would like to thank 
Neil Pattemore (pictured 
right) for his assistance 
in writing this article. Neil 
is a Consultant and a 
specialist in the automotive 
Aftermarket and against 
a backdrop of increasing 
vehicle technology, changing 
legislation and various 
threats to the Aftermarket, 
he is heavily involved with 
various European Aftermarket 
organisations to support the 
rights and requirements to 
access repair and maintenance information that enables 
independent operators to continue to test, service, maintain 
and repair vehicles throughout the EU. Neil Pattemore can be 
contacted via his website at: www.xenconsultancy.com
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Changes to headlamp Testing

Special Notice 3 – 2016 has completely changed how to 
assess pass/fail criteria for headlamp aim. It has three 

sections; firstly the ‘high – low’ assessment. Whereas before 
you would need to find out if the beam height was greater or 
less than 850mm before checking the beam, that assessment 
is no longer necessary. Here’s what’s changed:

Beam ‘too high’ or ‘too low’ criteria: 
The same check is now applicable for all European ‘E’ beam 
headlamps.  A failure results if the horizontal cut-off is above the 
upper limit of 0.5% or below the lower limit of 2.75%. 

Dazzle zone:
The next criteria is whether or not the beam is in the ‘dazzle zone’ 
and would cause dazzle to oncoming motorists. This check is 
straightforward. There must be no ‘white light’ in the area formed 
by the 0% vertical line and the 0.5% horizontal line, again for all 
European ‘E’ beam headlamps.

Kick-up:
Finally, if the design of the headlamp has a ‘kick-up’, (some have 
beam deflectors and some have flat tops), then that must be visible 
on the screen of the headlamp test equipment. If not, it is a failure.

These seem to us to be sensible changes to what was an unneces-
sarily complicated inspection of headlamps. It ensures that lights 
are not adjusted so as to dazzle oncoming drivers, or pointing too 
low, or too far to one side or the other preventing drivers from ade-
quately seeing the road ahead. 

Fewer failures?
Interestingly in the DVSA’s blog some Testers have suggested the 
whole idea is to reduce failures so the Government can justify going 
to two-yearly Testing. That’s unlikely. Most errors Testers make are 
generally to pass cars which should fail – and that’s probably the 
case for headlamp Testing as well. These changes could, perhaps 
increase the failure rate!

2014/15 MOT Test results… 
digging deeper.

Whilst in the last edition of MOT Testing we briefly looked 
at last year’s MOT outcomes in Testing Times, here we 

will have a much closer look and dig deeper into those results. 
Altogether in 2014/15 there were 29,341,115 MOT Tests com-

pleted in all Classes of vehicles, of which 94% were Class 3 & 4 Tests 
(27,669,148) – a 3% increase over the last three years. During that 
time the number of Testing Stations increased by 3.4%, and the num-
ber of MOT Testers by nearly 10%. The failure rate last year was the 
lowest for some time at 38.3%, but statistically that’s not low enough 
to assume there is a lowering trend. Also, as we’ve seen in Testing 
Times, the real MOT failure rate for Class 3 & 4 vehicles should be 
about 8% higher if Testers were all Testing correctly.

As happens every year, the most prolific cause of MOT failure 
was on ‘lighting and signalling’ found in 18.4% of all Class 3 & 4 
Tests done, and comprising 30% of all defects. Unsurprisingly, given 
the state of Britain’s roads, failed suspension was the next most 
prolific at 12% of all Tests and 18.7% of all defects. Brakes, a key 
safety item came third highest at 9.6% of Tests making up 17.2% of 
all defects found. Throughout the year, each failed vehicle had on 
average three MOT defects. All these figures have varied very little 
over the last three years.

Arguably MOT failures items having the most seriously impact 
road safety are those involving suspension, brakes and tyres. For 
tyres, a consistent 7.5% average failure rate equates to over 2 million 
vehicles on the road with at least one defective tyre. For brakes it 
is even higher at over 2.5 million vehicles with a brake defect and 
more still with MOT suspension defects at 3.3 million. Altogether 
that means at any given time nearly 8 million vehicles have a defec-
tive tyre, defective brakes, or some form of suspension defect. 

Rather than dilute the MOT for these classes of vehicle, as planned 
by the Government – this represents a strong argument for a six-
monthly check of such key road safety items.

Class 7 failures still too high
Despite concerted publicity by the DVSA, and the Freight Transport 
Association’s Van Excellence scheme, the Class 7 failure rate is still 
astonishingly high at 49% for 2014/15, 50.3% in 2013/14 and 49.7% 
the year before that! 

Class 7 ‘lighting and signalling’ headed the failure list, and at a 
higher percentage of all Tests at 30% (class 4 was just 18.4%). Class 7 
failures are much more likely to be safety related. Defective brakes 
were the second highest failure item on these heavier vehicles, found 
in 20.9% of all Tests. Suspension failures were found in 15.7 % of 
these vehicles. It’s shocking, half of the Class 7 vehicle on the roads 
would fail an MOT; and with more serious safety related defects 
than in Class 3 & 4 vehicles. They also carry, on average four defects 
per failure, more than those in Class 3 & 4. 

The unacceptable condition of these vehicles is shown by evi-
dence from DVSA’s roadside stops – 85% were overloaded, and 54% 
received a ‘prohibition’ notice!

Whilst the Government are still pressing ahead with a consultation 
to reduce MOT Testing of Class 3 & 4 vehicles by delaying their first 
MOT by a year, arguably they should also be consulting on Testing 
all light commercial vehicles both Class 7 and 4, every six months!

DVSA Matters
Recent news and views 

from DVSA

Given the real failure rate on Class 3 & 4 vehicles should be 8% 
higher, (See Testing Times Compliance report), then if the same 
applies to Class 7 vehicles, up to nearly 60% should fail the MOT.

DVSA’s animated schematic on the new headlamp inspection 
shows the image moving from a pass (top), to a fail (above) when 

checking the image for dazzle.
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Headlamp MOT Test Equipment

On the other hand, coming 
more firmly ‘down to earth’, 
we’ve been notified by the DVSA 
about a change to the current 
headlamp beam inspection pro-
cess which should make it easier 
to do, and result in less Tester 
errors in the future.

Measuring modern systems
As we’ve reported in Testing 
Times, however, the new highly 
sophisticated headlamp systems 
whilst having a manual dipping 
function are designed to be used 
with the headlights continually 
on ‘main beam’ with its auton-
omous camera and software 
shading other drivers from daz-
zle. For road safety purposes this 
should really be part of the MOT, 
but currently there’s no equip-
ment available to do that, nor 
are there any regulations which 
cover that situation – although 
there almost certainly will be at 
some time in the future. 

Old but reliable technology

Yet intrinsically the technology 
currently used to MOT Test vehi-
cles’ headlamp beams has barely 
changed at all over the last few 
decades – a ‘lens’ of some form 
or another projects the beam 
image onto a calibrated screen 
from which the Tester decides 

‘pass’ or ‘fail’ from an assess-
ment of how that image shines 
onto the screen’s calibrated 
background.

In reality though, that tech-
nology is perfectly adequate – 
provided the equipment is set 
up accurately – and with qual-
ity optical lenses, or the more 
sophisticated ‘Fresnel’ type of 
lens, a degree of inaccuracy in 
the set-up makes little difference 
to the pattern on the screen, sig-
nificantly reducing those ‘set 
up’ errors.

Attempts at using digital cam-
era technology for measuring 
headlamp beam aim have not 
been entirely successful; the 
high accuracy of such systems 
meaning that often failures 

result from relatively insignifi-
cant headlamp misalignment – 
failing too many vehicles where 
the misalignment does not 
cause unacceptable dazzle.  

So whilst the currently ‘MOT 
Approved’ Headlamp aim test 
equipment uses old but reliable 
technology, that shouldn’t be too 

heavily criticised – ‘if it ‘aint broke, 
don’t fix it’. So, in our latest Prod-
uct Review piece we are featuring 
what is available on the market 
now to the latest specification 
should readers wish to purchase 
replacement headlamp MOT Test 
equipment for their MOT bays, or 
set up a new Testing bay. 

Headlamps and headlamp Testing has been something of 
a theme in this edition of MOT Testing. In Testing Times 

we had a peek into the future with some very clever systems 
already appearing on new vehicles in both BMW and Audi 
showrooms. They can peer around corners, throw a more bril-
liant beam further than ever before and even detect oncoming 
vehicles and those on the road ahead, and then ensure they 
are shaded from their dazzling main beams.

P R O D U C T  R E V I E W

Headlamp Beamsetter (Dual Lasers). Boston’s new ATL specification 
Beamsetter offers remarkable value with our traditional high 

quality construction, and capability for testing modern gas filled 
headlamps. Lateral vehicle adjustment is achieved by using a laser 
from the mounting pillar and there is also an additional through-the-
lens laser to accurately align headlamp centres. These features are 
standard and allow for quick and reliable headlamp testing. A light 
luxmeter is also fitted as standard.

The B501 is supplied with guide rails, lux meter, dual alignment 
lasers and a brushed stainless steel top panel. 

Price: On request

Contact: Ross Tabor

Tel: 01708 525585

Fax: 01708 525408

E-mail: sales@bostonequipment.com

Web: www.bostonequipment.com

Distribution:  South East direct from Head Office, rest of UK via 
Agent Network

Correctly aligned headlamps can make a direct contribution 
to safety on the road. Crypton claim their headlight aligner is 

fast and most importantly, very accurate. With its floor mounted 
rails, they say it’s easy to manoeuvre and position correctly 
using the foot control. Digital LUX metre and mirror supplied. 
DVSA approved for testing vehicle classes I, II, III, IV, V and VII, 
including xenon lights, the headlight aligner is available with any 
Crypton ATL package or as a separate component to upgrade 
your existing MOT bay to ATL status. Crypton also supply track 
extensions for HGV’s.

Price: Price on application

Contact: Sales Department

Tel: 0844 665 7613

Fax: 0844 665 7604

E-mail: sales@cryptontechnology.com

Web: www.cryptontechnology.com

Distribution: Network of Distributors

BOSTON GARAGE EQUIPMENT

CRYPTON

Whilst this shows how the latest headlamps work by dimming 
sections of the beam, current headlamp test equipment can 
still be used to check them on dipped beam – the lozenge 

shape extending in front of the car. However, these ‘matrix’ and 
‘adaptive’ systems, are designed to be used continuously on main 

beam without dazzling other drivers – so more sophisticated 
headlamp testing equipment will be needed to check them on 

main beam in the longer term.
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